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things work out – as a tree our hope is 
strong, renewed, upright, fresh.  I  
envision tender green leaves on that tree, 
don’t you?   But sometimes the hope we 
want to find is elusive, sometimes it doesn’t 
come at all.  Health doesn’t always return, 
people we love die, marriages fail, the  
economy doesn’t turn around as fast as we 
had hoped, and we are in year five of the 
war that was to last but a short time and we 
see no signs of change coming anytime 
soon.   Solomon also says in that same 
verse, “Hope deferred maketh the heart 
sick . . . ”  That’s true too, isn’t it?  That’s 
how it is.  The longer we go without some 
sign of change, the less joyful and the more  
discouraged we can become. 

I find in my life that I have more of the 
“hope deferred” times than I do the “desire 
cometh” times.   Maybe you have found that 
too.  How wonderful to know that we are 
not alone in those times.  When it seems we 
aren’t able to handle another moment of 
waiting and our joy is waning and  
discouragement is settling in, how  
wonderful it is to know that God is there!  
We are not alone.  All we need do is pray a 
simple prayer – even a “Lord, help me” 
brings His aid!  Did you know that God is 
able to restore us to a “desire cometh” time 
even when the desire hasn’t come and may 
never come?  It’s true.  In Isaiah 26:3, the 
prophet says, “Thou wilt keep him in  
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee:  because he trusteth in thee.”  The 
more we trust in God during our difficult 
times, trusting in His ability to sustain us,  
strengthen us, and get us through, the more 
at peace we will be all the time, the more 
joy we can experience even in the  
uncertainty of life 

As I was going through some of our 
old Apple Blossoms looking for ideas, I 
came across this Chaplain’s Chatter from 
twelve years ago by our former Chaplain, 
Stephanie Thompson. It seems very  
appropriate for what is going on in our 
world today. 

Hope. It seems elusive sometimes 
doesn’t it?  But we keep on searching for 
it, looking for signs of change, improve-
ment. 

If your struggle today is financial in 
the current economic scene, you look for 
signs of improvement in the stock  
market.  Each day you hope the market 
will rally, become more steady, fluctuate 
less. 

If your struggle today is your own 
health or the health of a loved one, you 
look for some sign of change, any sign of 
improvement at all, and you hold on for 
all you’re worth to that sign, wanting it to 
be, wanting it to remain. 

If your struggle today is a marriage 
issue, you look for signs of improvement 
as you adapt and adjust your way of  
doing things in an effort to save what you 
have and try to rekindle what once was. 

If your struggle today is a loved one 
serving in Iraq or Afghanistan, you look 
for signs that the conflict may be winding 
down sooner than you have been led to 
believe it will.   Maybe today will be the 
day we make great strides in this thing 
being over, and I can see my loved one 
getting off a plane, home on American 
soil once again. 

It’s all about looking for hope isn’t it?  
Solomon says in Proverbs 13:12, “. . .  
when desire cometh, it is a tree of life.”  
That’s true isn’t it, that is how it is!  Oh, 
what joy, what new life it brings when 

Hope 



Mrs. Vicky Shaw, 2/9 

Mr. Lawrence Johns, 2/11 

Mrs. Gladys Tarr, 2/12 

Mrs. Levonne Jack, 2/15 

Mr. William Main, 2/15 

Mr. Victor Craig, 2/24 

Gerri Hodge, Cook’s Helper—17 years 

Kathy Bowser, Barber/Beautician—11 years 

Natalie Hummel, RN Supervisor—3 years 

New Residents! 

Mrs. Irene Patterson, 2/19 

Mr. Charles Westlake, 2/21 

Mr. Lawrence Johns, 2/27 

Best Wishes! 

Reminder 
Family members are permitted to drop off items for 

Residents in our front entrance. 

Everything must go through a 48-hour quarantine. 

Please keep this 48-hour quarantine in mind and do 

not leave perishable food or anything that needs to 

be refrigerated. Remember  to include the  

Resident’s name and date it was dropped off.  Thank 

you. 

Happy  
Retirement! 

Our Dedicated Staff 
Service Anniversaries for March 

Lisa Vallely 
Billing Office Clerk 

 1C Seaman Nick Carey,* Navy, son-in-law of  
Angie Hites, LPN 

 Colonel Peter Euler, Air Force, grandson-in-law  
of Resident Jean Rogers 

 A1C Jordan Forsythe, Air Force, great-grandson  
of Resident Dorothy Worsley 

 Pfc. Jeremey Fry,* Army, cousin of  
Amy Bailey, CNA 

 MA 3 Dylan McConnell, Navy, son of   
Kathy McConnell, LPN 

 A1C Hannah McCoy, Air Force Reserves,  
niece of Jennifer Corban, Dietary Aide 

 Pvt. Josiah McCoy,* Marines, nephew of  
Jennifer Corban, Dietary Aide 

 PSG Sam Wareham, Army National Guard, 
husband of Kayla Wareham, Medical Records 

 
*Currently serving overseas 

If you have a family member you would like recognized in the Apple Blossom,  
please call Laura Cook at 724-458-7760 or email lcook@orchardmanor.org 

Orchard Manor would like to acknowledge family  
members of Residents and Staff who are currently  
serving in the Military. 



Senior Snickers 
You Can’t Fix Stupid  

Recently, when I went to McDonald 's, I saw on 

the menu that you could have an order of 6, 9 or 

12 Chicken McNuggets. I asked for a half dozen 

nuggets. 

'We don't have a half dozen nuggets,' said the  

teenager at the counter. 

'You don't?' I replied. 

'We only have six, nine, or twelve,' was the reply. 

'So I can't order a half dozen nuggets, but I can order 

six?' 

'That's right.' 

So I shook my head and ordered six McNuggets. 

 

I was checking out at the local Walmart with just 

a few items and the lady behind me put her things on 

the belt close to mine.  I picked up one of those 

'dividers' that they keep by the cash register and 

placed it between our things so they wouldn't get 

mixed. 

After the girl had scanned all of my items, she 

picked up the 'divider', looking it all over for the bar 

code so she could scan it. Not finding the bar code 

she said to me, 'Do you know how much this is?' 

I said to her 'I've changed my mind, I don't think I'll 

buy that today.' 

She said 'OK,' and I paid her for the things and 

left. She had no clue to what had just happened. 

 

A lady at work was seen putting a credit card into 

her floppy drive and pulling it out very quickly. 

When I inquired as to what she was doing, she said 

she was shopping on the Internet and they kept  

asking for a credit card number, so she was using the 

ATM 'thingy.' 

 

Several years ago, we had an intern who was none 

too swift. One day she was typing and turned to a  

secretary and said, 'I'm almost out of typing paper. 

What do I do?' 

'Just use copier machine paper,' the secretary told 

her. 

With that, the intern took her last remaining blank 

piece of paper, put it on the photocopier and  

proceeded to make five 'blank' copies. 

 

I was in a car dealership a while ago, when a large  

motor home was towed into the garage. The front of 

the vehicle was in dire need of repair and the whole 

thing generally looked like an extra in 'Twister.' 

I asked the manager what had happened. He told me 

that the driver had set the 'cruise control' and then 

went in the back to make a sandwich. 

 

My neighbor works in the operations department in 

the central office of a large bank. Employees in the 

field call him when they have problems with their 

computers. One night he got a call from a woman in 

one of the branch banks who had this question: 'I've 

got smoke coming from the back of my terminal. Do 

you guys have a fire downtown?' 

 

Police in Radnor , PA interrogated a suspect by  

placing a metal colander on his head and connecting it 

with wires to a photocopy machine. The message 'He's 

lying' was placed in the copier, and police pressed the 

copy button each time they thought t he suspect wasn't 

telling the truth. Believing the 'lie detector' was  

working, the suspect confessed. 

 

A mother calls 911 very worried asking the  

dispatcher if she need s to take her kid to the  

emergency room, the kid was eating ants. 

The dispatcher tells her to give the kid some  

Benadryl and it should be fine .. 

The mother says, 'Okay, but, I just gave him some 

ant killer....’ 

Dispatcher: 'Rush him in to emergency room!' 

 

I recently saw a distraught young lady weeping  

beside her car. 'Do you need some help?' I asked. 

She replied, 'I knew I should have replaced the  

battery to this remote door unlocker. Now I can't get 

into my car. Do you think they (pointing to a distant 

convenience store) would have a battery to fit this? 

'Hmmm, I dunno. Do you have an alarm, too?' I 

asked. 

'No, just this remote thingy,' she answered, handing 

it and the car keys to me. 

As I took the key and manually unlocked the door, I 

replied, 'Why don't you drive over there and check 

about the batteries. It's a long walk.' (she had no clue 

either!) 



Senior Snickers Extras 
Short & Sweet  

Valentine’s Balloon Bouquets. Each of our Residents  
received a special Valentine’s Day bouquet of  

balloons for the occasion. 

My ex-wife still misses me. But her aim is improving. 

I have two very nice lamps in my living room. We have 
an on-and-off relationship. 

Would it be possible to cross an eel with an eagle?  
Absolutely not. That would be eeleagle. 

My socks got really holy. I can only wear them to 
church. 

The longest I've ever gone without a pun was 7 days.  
Pretty weak.  

I Googled "how to start a wildfire". I got 48,500  
matches. 

A guy was admitted to the hospital with 8 toy plastic  
horses in his stomach. His condition is stable. 

You’re becoming a vegetarian? I think that’s a big 
missed steak. 

37 consonants, 25 vowels, a question mark, and a  
comma went to court. They will be sentenced next  
Friday.  

A group of termites marches into a saloon and ask: “Is 
the bar tender here?” 

I ate 4 bowls of delicious alphabet soup. After that I 
had a massive vowel movement 

My boss yelled at me the other day, “You’ve got to be 
the worst train driver in history.  
How many trains did you derail last year?"  
I said, "Can’t say for sure, it’s so hard to keep track!" 

I’m getting really claustrophobic in elevators. I’ve had  
to start taking steps to avoid it. 

Two egotists started a fight. It was an I for an I. 

“I want to win 10 million in the lottery, just like 
my dad did!” “OMG, your dad won 10 million in 
the lottery?!” “No, but he always wanted to.” 

I asked my boss if I can come to work a little late 
today. He said “Dream on.” I think that was really 
nice of him. 

Two wi-fi antennas got married last Saturday.  
The reception was fantastic. 

Why don’t teddy bears ever really eat at their  
picnics? - Because they’re already stuffed. 

Is it really wise to invest with somebody called a 
"broker"? 

Do you know how Moses makes his tea?  
Hebrews it!  

A bacon sandwich walks into a bar and orders  
a whiskey. “Sorry,” growls the bartender, “we 
don’t serve food here.” 

How to achieve a beach body? 1. Have a body 2. 
Arrive at the beach. 

Coffee is the silent victim in our house. It gets 
mugged every day. 

I saw an offer in a shop – “TV for $4.50 – the  
volume is stuck on maximum" – It was an offer I 
simply couldn’t turn down. 

They found a little hole in the wall of the women's 
soccer team changing rooms. Policemen are  
looking into it now.  



  We are entering the season 
of Lent as I write this, and I 
thought it would be helpful to 

remind ourselves what Lent is all about. 
  Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, 
which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy 
Saturday. The season is a preparation for celebrating 
Easter. Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting 
and preparation for baptism by converts and then be-
came a time for penance by all Christians. 
  We are to come to this time of the season asking God 
to search our hearts to make sure we are living accord-
ing to His purpose. We cannot live by two standards, 
one in the church, and the other outside the church, we 
must be consistent in following Jesus with our actions, 
words, and deeds; and not to give way to the evil in 
the world. 
  Betty Traver shared this story. Our Sunday school 
teacher was a quiet, godly man with a quick wit.  
Reflecting on one of the verses in our lesson, “Abstain 
from all appearance of evil,” he said with a chuckle, 
“But please don’t do as I do-do what I say.” He then 
explained with a smile, “I was on my way into the 
post office when I spotted a beer can on the sidewalk. 
I picked it up to throw it away. Turning around too 
fast, I momentarily lost my balance and with the  
empty beer can clutched in my hand proceeded to 
stumble and trip the whole way up the front steps.” 
  Jana Jones shares this story, During the day I take a 
few moments to unwind by reading the Bible. After 

Chaplain’s Chatter  
Lent 
by Pastor Earl Dykes 

seeing me do this for several years, my four-year-old 
daughter became concerned: “Aren’t you ever going 
to get finished reading that book?” 
  I like to read the Bible and study the message that 
God has given to us, I like to reflect on the words of 
Jesus, Paul, Peter and James. Each time I read the 
passages God gives me a new message. No other 
book will we reread repeatedly like we do the Bible. 
This is God’s love message to each of us, and we 
can learn how to live our lives for Him, who sent us 
Jesus to pay the penalty for our sin that we too can 
be reconciled to the presence of God. God’s plan 
seems harsh, that He would die on a cruel cross for 
the likes of humans, but His love is that great. For 
God so Loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish but have Everlasting Life. 
(KJV)  
  Let us take time to pray, and study God’s Words 
not only in the season of Lent, but throughout our 
lives. Paul tells us in Romans that there is no power 
on earth or anywhere else that can separate us from 
the love of God, but there is one thing in our control 
that will separate us from God and that is uncon-
fessed sin.  

  We should take time an account for our actions, 
words and deeds, and pray that our Father in Heaven 
will help and equip us for the journey ahead.  

Shalom, 

Pastor Earl 

Deepest Sympathy 
Although there are no deaths to report for the month for February, we would like to remember all  

Residents who have passed over the years. 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a "Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall 

not all sleep, but we shall all be changed - in a moment, in the twinkling 

of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 

will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible 

must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So 

when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on 

immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: 

"Death is swallowed up in victory.”  

Corinthians 15:52-56  



NOTE: 

If you would like to receive The Apple Blossom  

via email or no longer want to receive it, let us  

know at 724-458-7760 or lcook@orchardmanor.org 

Calendar Highlights 
Orchard Manor, Inc. 
20 Orchard Drive 
Grove City, PA  16127 

3/3 Marjorie Stewart 

3/5 Victor McKinney 

3/27 Sandy Weston 

3/31 Joann Warner For a more thorough list of activities and times,   
please see the calendar inside. 

Due to the corona virus and social distancing to prevent 

the spread of the virus, all group activities have been 

temporarily suspended for our Residents’ safety.  

One-on-One activities are continuing with  

Activity Staff. 

We apologize for this inconvenience  

and hope our regular activities are  

able to resume soon. 

Thank you for your patience  

and understanding! 


