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and waited for the family to go to bed. His 
intention was to toss the bag of gold 
through the window, but he noticed that the 
three girls had washed out their  
stockings and hung them next to the  
fireplace to dry and they were within his 

reach. He slid the bag of gold 
into one of the stockings and dis-
appeared. 
With this mysterious gift, the  
father could now afford to pay a 
dowry for his eldest girl.  
Nicholas paid a second visit and 
the middle daughter was now 
provided for. 
   Curious and grateful, the father  
decided to find out who was 
leaving the gold in the stockings. 
He kept watch and saw Saint 
Nicholas come to the window. 

Immediately he recognized him and fell up-
on his knees in front of the bishop and 
thanked him. Because of Nicholas’ generos-
ity, the man was able to see all his daugh-
ters betrothed. 

Ever since, children have been  
putting out stockings or even shoes for  
Santa to fill with goodies. The tradition 
started with one of the child’s everyday 
socks but has grown to specially made and 
decorated “stockings” for this purpose. 

In some countries, items put in the  
stockings are the child’s only presents from 
Santa Claus. Some people observe the  
tradition that if a child misbehaves, he or 
she will get a lump of coal. 

We wish everyone Happy Holidays and 
hope none of you get a lump of coal in your 
stocking! 

Many of us observe the Christmas  
tradition of hanging stockings for Santa to 
fill with small gifts, toys and candy. 

This practice is believed to have come 
from a nobleman called Nicholas.  
Nicholas was a Christian and became a 
priest, then later, a Bishop. 
A wealthy man, he used his 
money to help the poor and 
suffering. Bishop Nicholas 
was well-known for his  
generous and kind deeds. 

Although Nicholas never 
married or had kids, he 
loved children very much. 
The youngsters of his 
hometown were often given 
gifts. Nicholas traveled to 
many lands helping people 
and giving them gifts. To 
keep his identity private, Nicholas gave 
the presents late at night to avoid being 
seen. 

One particular story is accepted as the 
origin of the Christmas stocking. The  
story tells of a poor widower and his three 
daughters. 

As the girls grew and became of  
marriageable age, the father began to 
worry about their future. In those times, a 
father was expected to pay a dowry to the  
prospective groom and he had nothing of 
value to offer. Without a dowry, the girls 
would be unlikely to marry at all, let 
alone a good man. 

Saint Nicholas had befriended the  
family and wanted to help the man and 
his daughters. To keep his secret,  
Nicholas went to the house late one night 

Stockings 



Mr. William Pink, 11/2 

Mrs. Shirley Pridemore, 11/5 

Gloria Royer, Cook—38 years 

Angie Hites, LPN—25 years 

Kathy McConnell, LPN—23 years 

Peg Snyder, CNA—15 years 

New Residents! 

Mrs. Jane Hoyt, 11/6 

Mrs. Jean Davis, 11/13 

Mrs. Christine Donaldson, 11/17 

Best Wishes! 

Welcome  
New Hires 

Mary Nesbit, Temporary Nurse Aide 

Carol Gray, LPN 

Caitlin Trauterman, Human Resources 

 

 1C Seaman Nick Carey,* Navy, son-in-law of  
Angie Hites, LPN 

 E1 Seaman Anthony Chambers, U.S. Coast Guard, 
great-grandson of Resident Irene Patterson 

 Colonel Peter Euler, Air Force, grandson-in-law  
of Resident Jean Rogers 

 A1C Jordan Forsythe, Air Force, great-grandson  
of Resident Dorothy Worsley 

 Pfc. Jeremey Fry,* Army, cousin of  
Amy Bailey, CNA 

 MA 3 Dylan McConnell, Navy, son of   
Kathy McConnell, LPN 

 A1C Hannah McCoy, Air Force Reserves,  
niece of Jennifer Corban, Dietary Aide 

 Pvt. Josiah McCoy,* Marines, nephew of  
Jennifer Corban, Dietary Aide 

 PSG Sam Wareham, Army National Guard, 
husband of Kayla Wareham, Medical Records 

 
*Currently serving overseas 

If you have a family member you would like recognized in the Apple Blossom,  
please call Laura Cook at 724-458-7760 or email lcook@orchardmanor.org 

Orchard Manor would like to acknowledge family  
members of Residents and Staff who are currently  
serving in the Military. 

John Zacherl, Controller—2 years 

Mercedes Garcia, CNA—1 year 

Lindsey Schaefer, RN Supervisor—1 year 

Our Dedicated Staff 
Service Anniversaries for December 



Senior Snickers 
Fun With Words  

A bicycle can’t stand alone; it is two tired. 

A will is a dead giveaway. 

Time flies like an arrow; fruit flies like a banana. 

A backward poet writes inverse. 

A chicken crossing the road: poultry in motion. 

The guy who fell onto on upholstery machine was  
fully recovered. 

You are stuck with your debt if you can’t budge it. 

He broke into song because he couldn’t find the key. 

A calendar’s days are numbered. 

A boiled egg is hard to beat. 

He had a photographic memory which was never  
developed. 

The short fortuneteller who escaped from prison: a 
small medium at large. 

Those who get too big for their britches will be  
exposed in the end. 

When you’ve seen one shopping center you’ve seen  
a mall. 

If you jump off a Paris bridge, you are in Seine . 

When she saw her first strands of gray hair, she 
thought she’d dye. 

Santa’s helpers are subordinate clauses. 

Acupuncture: a jab well done. 

Marathon runners with bad shoes suffer the  
agony of de feet. 

The roundest knight at king Arthur’s round table  
was Sir Cumference. He acquired his size from too 
much pi.   

I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan  
island, but it turned out to be an optical Aleutian . 

She was only a whisky maker, but he loved her still. 

A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra 
class because it was a weapon of math disruption. 

No matter how much you push the envelope, it’ll still 
be stationery. 

A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was  
cited for littering. 

Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie. 

A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The 
police are looking into it. 

Atheism is a non-prophet organization. 

I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger.  
Then it hit me. 

A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to a 
hospital. When his grandmother telephoned to ask 
how he was, a nurse said, ‘No change yet.’ 

The soldier who survived mustard gas and  
pepper spray is now a seasoned veteran. 



Earlene McMahon Noble Grand of  
Unified Lodge #2 delivered a wonderful 

tote full of gifts for our Residents to enjoy. 
Thank you, Unified Lodge #2! 

Resident Erma Campbell  

Resident  Joyce Boyce Resident Frieda Monteleone Resident Erma Fontaine 

Resident  Janice Altman Resident Patsy Bish Resident Shirley Cram 

Resident  Irene Patterson. 

Season’s Greetings  

from Our Residents 



ADESTE FIDELIS 

AWAY IN A MANGER 

BLUE CHRISTMAS 

CAROL OF THE BELLS 

DECK THE HALLS 

FELIZ NAVIDAD 

JINGLE BELLS 

JOY TO THE WORLD 

LITTLE DRUMMER BOY 

OH HOLY NIGHT 

O TANNENBAUM 

SANTA BABY 

SILENT NIGHT 

SILVER BELLS 

SLEIGH RIDE 

THE FIRST NOEL 

WE THREE KINGS 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS 

WHITE CHRISTMAS 

WINTER WONDERLAND 

A-CAROLIN’ WE WILL GO 



Reminder 
Family members are permitted to drop off 

items for Residents in our front entrance. 

Everything must go through a 48-hour  

quarantine. Please keep this 48-hour quarantine 

in mind and do not leave perishable food or  

anything that needs to be refrigerated.  

Remember to include the Resident’s name and 

date it was dropped off.  Thank you. 

Christmas 
Activities 

As you are aware, COVID has had a big impact 

on our Residents and our ability to do activities. 

Normally, at this time of year, we would be 

announcing Wreath Decorating, Cookies with 

Santa, Groups Caroling and the Residents’ 

Christmas Party. Unfortunately, these activities 

will not be taking place this year. 

Residents will still be receiving Christmas gifts 

and Santa has agreed to visit outside their  

windows. 

Our Activity Department is doing what they 

can with the Residents, including one on one  

visits and individual craft projects. 

Patience 

Wrinkles 

On a wintry day, my 90-year-old father was in the 
supermarket trying to pay for his groceries. Bundled 
up against the cold, his gloved hands were having 
trouble retrieving and counting the exact change. 
The transaction evidently took too long for the man 
behind him in line, who muttered a curse. 
Dad stopped counting, turned around, and warned, 
“Be quiet or I’ll write a check.”  

An elderly woman and her young grandson, whose 
face was just covered in freckles, spent a day at the 
zoo. Lots of children were waiting in line to get their 
cheeks painted by a local artist who was decorating 
them with all kinds of colorful designs. 

"You've got so many freckles, there's no place to 
paint!" a little girl in the line giggled… 

The little boy dropped his head in shame and  
embarrassment. 

His grandmother saw what happened and knelt 
down next to him. "I love your freckles, Honey. You 
know, when I was a little girl I always wanted  
freckles," she said, while tracing her finger across the 
child's cheek. "Freckles are beautiful are the most 
beautiful thing you can see on someone’s face." 

The boy looked up, "Really?" "Of course," said the 
grandmother. "Why just name me one thing that's 
more beautiful than freckles." 

The little boy thought for a moment. Then he 
looked up so sweetly into his grandma's eyes, and 
softly whispered..... “Wrinkles." 

Extra  
Snickers 
Because we could all use  
a little extra laugh. 

Christmas Prayer 
Two Young Brothers were spending the night at 

their grandparents' home. 
When it was time for bed, the two boys knelt down 

and began to say some prayers. 
Suddenly, the younger brother started yelling at the 

top of his voice, "I PRAY FOR A BICYCLE! I PRAY 
FOR A NEW COMPUTER! I PRAY FOR A TRIP 
TO DISNEYLAND!" and so on… 

His older brother leaned over and whispered, 
"There's no need to shout. God isn't deaf." 
"I know," said the younger brother. "But  
Grandma sure is!” 



  We are only a few days 
away from Thanksgiving as I 
sit and write this message 
today. This is a year we all 

will never forget with on-line worship at our church 
for Easter, and a pandemic that has given us all doubt 
for the future. But do not give in and let this pandemic 
defeat you or me, but let us lean upon the arms of our 
Savior in this season of shutdowns and shut ins. 
  Over two thousand years ago God sent to the world a 
light to all mankind, and that light was wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger among the  
animals because there was no room for His family in 
the inn. 
   Jesus’ Birth in Bethlehem 
2 Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus, that a census be taken of all [a]the inhabited 
earth. 2 [b]This was the first census taken while [c]

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all the  
people were on their way to register for the census, 
each to his own city. 4 Now Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city 
of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was 
of the house and family of David, 5 in order to register 
along with Mary, who was [d]betrothed to him, and 
was pregnant. 6 While they were there, the [e]time came 
for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid 
Him in a [f]manger, because there was no [g]room for 
them in the inn. 
  God came and visited with the people of Israel and 
the did not even recognize Him, respect Him, or  
believed in Him except for a few. John tells us in his 
gospel this. 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God 
in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been 
made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of 
all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome[a] it. 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that 
light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He him-
self was not the light; he came only as a witness to the 
light. 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was  
coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through him, the world 
did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was 

Chaplain’s Chatter  
Greatest Gift Ever Given 
by Pastor Earl Dykes 

his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to 
all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of 
God— 
  John mentioned hear was born six months ahead of 
Jesus and God sent him to prepare the way for Jesus 
our Messiah. There are two babies born in the  
nativity story and God named one John the son of 
Zechariah and Elizabeth who was a relative of Jesus 
mother Mary. Jesus who is the Son of God born to 
Joseph and Mary in Bethlehem, where there was no 
room for them in the end. 
  Make room for Jesus in your life this year and  
welcome Him into your rooms and your hearts. Let 
us celebrate this greatest gift from God, Emmanuel, 
God with us and abides in us. Merry Christmas and a 
blessed New Year. 
 
Shalom, 

Pastor Earl 

Deepest Sympathy 
Although there are no deaths to report for the month 

for November, we would like to pay tribute to all  

Residents who have passed over the years. 

“There are secret ties, there are sympathies,  

by the sweet relationship of which souls that  

are well matched attach themselves to each  

other, and are affected by I know not what,  

which cannot be explained.” 

 ~Pierre Corneille 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-7&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24968a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-7&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24969b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-7&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24969c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-7&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24972d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-7&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24973e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-7&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24974f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-7&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24974g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26050a


NOTE: 

If you would like to receive The Apple Blossom  

via email or no longer want to receive it, let us  

know at 724-458-7760 or lcook@orchardmanor.org 

Calendar  
Highlights 
Orchard Manor, Inc. 
20 Orchard Drive 
Grove City, PA  16127 

12/2 Jane Auld 

12/5 Edna Orange 

12/6 Erma Campbell 

12/7 Bessie Datt 

12/13 Tom Miller 

12//16 Richard Ballantine 

12/19 Erma Hohmann 

12/21 Irene Godfrey 

12/27 Jim Hohmann 

12/27 Lorie Jack 

12/31 Pat Campbell 
For a more thorough list of  

activities and times,   
please see the calendar inside. 

12/7 Resident Council via Zoom 

12/9 Christmas Pageant 

12/16 Santa Visits at Windows 

12/21 Santa Visits with Gifts—BW 
 Santa Visits with Gifts—AW 

  


