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End of an Era 
Little did Diane (Hoffman) Robinson 

know that when she volunteered at  

Orchard Manor in 1978 for a gerontology 

class at Slippery Rock State College, now 

SRU, and then started working as a 

Nurse’s Aide in January 1979 during her 

senior year, that Orchard Manor would 

become her “home” until retirement forty

-one years later!   Diane, who was born in 

Phoenix, AZ and grew up in Erie, had 

decided while volunteering at nursing 

homes in Erie that she wanted to become 

a Nursing Home Administrator.  While in 

school, Diane received a scholarship from 

the National Foundation for Long Term 

Health Care.  

After graduating, Diane continued  

working in various positions at Orchard 

Manor, including Activity/Social Service  

Director, Payroll Manager and Assistant 

Administrator until assuming the position 

of Administrator in January 1991 when 

Charles Hughes retired.  During that time, 

Diane was selected as an Alternate  

Delegate for the 1981 White House  

Conference on Aging for Mercer County.  

She attended the PA State Conference in 

Hershey, participating on the Housing 

Workshop, the Regional Conference in 

Butler, making a presentation on the  

Economic and Spiritual Wellbeing of the 

Elderly and the Conference on Aging in 

Washington, D.C., participating on the 

Health Care and Services Committee.  

During those years Diane was a member of 

the National Federation of Business and 

Professional Women’s Club, serving as its 

President for a term.  She also made  

presentations to classes at Slippery Rock 

University, Grove City College, and other 

local nursing homes.  Diane is a Rebekah, 

as she joined Judith Rebekah Lodge#264 in 

1990, which has since consolidated with 

Lady Worth Rebekah Lodge #328. 

 During that time, Diane was also  

married and had three children.  Jeremy, 

Justin and Emily all volunteered at and 

worked for Orchard Manor over the years.  

Jeremy’s two daughters, Kara and Kylee, 

and Emily’s children, Noah, Jonah and  

Naomi have made Diane a proud grandma 

and she plans on spending lots of time with 

her grandchildren when retired.  Justin, who 

was a veteran of the Army National Guard, 

passed away in 2016.  Justin had worked at 

Orchard Manor for many years.  While  

deployed with an Airborne Unit on his  

second tour to Iraq, Justin sent the flag that 

is framed in the Great Room to the  

Residents to thank them for all their letters, 

care packages and prayers.  Diane is very 

proud of her children and, “the good, caring 

people with strong work ethics they have 

become.” 

When asked what she would miss most 

with her retirement, she immediately  

Over... 



Mr. Robert Dick, 12/3 

Mrs. Gretta Bowser, 12/3 

Mr. William Baumgartner, 12/6 

Mrs. Dolores Gropp, 12/6 

Mrs. Alice Scott, 12/11 

Mr. Thomas Prosser, 12/12 

Mr. Robert Robson, 12/16 

Mrs. Jean Buchanan, 12/17 

Mrs. Charlotte Byers, 12/17 

Mr. Earl Smith 12/20 

Mrs. Ruth Felix, 12/26 

Mrs. Patsy Bish, 12/31 

Gloria Royer, Cook—38 years 

Angie Hites, LPN—25 years 

Kathy McConnell, LPN—23 years 

Peg Snyder, CNA—15 years 

Tammy Facemire, CNA—6 years 

JoAnn Tripp, Dietary Aide—2 years 

John Zacherl, Controller—2 years 

Caitlin Trauterman, Human Resources—1 year 

 1C Seaman Nick Carey,* Navy, son-in-law of  
Angie Hites, LPN 

 E1 Seaman Anthony Chamber, U.S. Coast Guard, 
great-grandson of Resident Irene Patterson 

 Colonel Peter Euler, Air Force, grandson-in-law  
of Resident Jean Rogers 

 A1C Jordan Forsythe, Air Force, great-grandson  
of Resident Dorothy Worsley 

 Pfc. Jeremey Fry,* Army, cousin of  
Amy Bailey, CNA 

 MA 3 Dylan McConnell, Navy, son of   
Kathy McConnell, LPN 

 A1C Hannah McCoy, Air Force Reserves,  
niece of Jennifer Corban, Dietary Aide 

 Pvt. Josiah McCoy,* Marines, nephew of  
Jennifer Corban, Dietary Aide 

 *Currently serving overseas 

If you have a family member you would like recognized in the Apple Blossom,  
please call Laura Cook at 724-458-7760 or email lcook@orchardmanor.org 

Orchard Manor would like to acknowledge family  
members of Residents and Staff who are currently  
serving in the Military. 

Service Anniversaries for January 

Mrs. Clara McCarthy, 12/2 

Mr. Robert Dick, 12/13 

Mrs. Emma Holzinger, 12/23 

Mrs. Shirley Rider, 12/27 

Our Dedicated Staff 

New Residents! 

Best Wishes! 

answered “the Residents”.  She also said the many families 

she has known over the years, as well as all the staff  

members.  We are all just people, no matter our position at 

Orchard Manor, who want to take care of the Residents, 

their families and each other.  Although many things have 

changed over the years, I know that the Orchard Manor team 

will continue to strive for perfection.  When asked what she 

wouldn’t miss, Diane replied she would not miss stress or 

state inspections…and she laughed.  We will all miss  

Diane’s sense of humor and compassion.   

 Diane has a strong passion for dementia and hopes that 

when things “settle down”, she can assist with training and 

maybe volunteer in Sunshine Way.  She is a Certified  

Dementia Practitioner and in addition to inservices at  

Orchard Manor, she has also done a few speaking  

engagements in the community.   Diane says she’ll be 

“around” and that she’s anxious to see the positive changes 

that are bound to be made at Orchard Manor.     



Senior Snickers 
Let Me Help You  

The old couple was sitting in the living room and 

the man asked his wife to "Make him a peanut butter 

sandwich with grape jelly and to make sure she used 

grape jelly and not the peach". 

She replied she would and asked did he want one 

slices or two. He replied two slices and make sure you 

use the grape jelly not the peach." He continued, as 

forgetful as you are would you write it down so you 

won't forget!" 

She said: "I don't need to write it down because I 

will remember grape jelly and not peach. 

After a while she came out with two eggs  

scrambled, a bowl of grits, two pieces of toast and a 

cup of coffee. 

He looked at his meal and said, "I knew it. I knew 

it. I asked you to write it down because I knew you 

would forget the biscuits!"  

Two old guys are pushing their carts around Wal-

Mart when they collide. The first old guy says to the 

second guy, "Sorry about that I'm looking for my wife, 

and I guess I wasn't paying attention to where I was 

going."  

The second old guy says, "That's OK, It's a  

coincidence. I'm looking for my wife, too. I can't find 

her and I'm getting a little desperate."  

The first old guy says, "Well, maybe I can help you 

find her. What does she look like?"  

The second old guy says: "Well, she is 27 yrs old, 

tall, with red hair, blue eyes, long legs, big bust, and is 

wearing short shorts. What does your wife looks like?" 

To which the first old guy says, "Doesn 't matter, 

let's look for yours."  

Write It Down  

With all the new technology regarding fertility  

recently, a 65-year-old woman was able to give birth. 

When she was discharged from the hospital and went 

home, her relatives came to visit.  

"May we see the new baby?" one asked. 

"Not yet," said the mother. 

"I'll make coffee and we can visit for a while first." 

Thirty minutes had passed, and another relative asked, 

"May we see the new baby now?"  

"No, not yet," said the mother. 

After another few minutes had elapsed, they asked 

again, "May we see the baby now?"  

"No, not yet," replied the mother. 

Growing very impatient, they asked, "Well, when can 

we see the baby?!?" 

"WHEN HE CRIES!" she told them.  

"WHEN HE CRIES?" they demanded. 

"Why do we have to wait until he CRIES?" 

"BECAUSE I FORGOT WHERE I PUT HIM, 

O.K.?!" 

New Mother  

An elderly man had lived to 84 before going to the 

hospital for the first time in his life. As they got him 

into bed he found the bell cord hooked to his pillow. 

“What’s this thing for?”  

“It’s for the nurse in case you need anything.” 

“How does it work?” He asked. “You push the button 

and it turns the light on for the nurse.” 

He responded “ You young people have gotten very 

lazy, if the nurse needs a light she should get up and 

turn it on for herself.” 

My Grandmother a feisty 91 and living alone in a 

small town in Oregon had a total hip replacement and 

was house bound. Our family, not being nearby, was  

concerned for her welfare and called Meals on Wheels. 

We let the service know how Grandmother didn’t like 

the idea of being dependent on anyone for anything.  

The next day a volunteer phoned Grandmother and 

cheerfully explained that Meals on Wheels is a service 

which relies on volunteers to help the elderly and the 

ill. Would she be interested in it?  

There was a reflective pause. "Well, sure," my 

grandmother said. "If you can't find anyone else to get 

food to the old people, I guess I can."  

I Can Do That  

Lazy  



Wreath winners: (left to right) First place went to Anna Reynolds and Glorianne Tinkey.  
Second place to Bill Giesler and Dick Dunn, Third place to Diane Kelly and Joyce Boyce. 

Annual Christmas Pageant. Resident Ella Jones (left) portrays one of the ‘wisepersons.’  
Residents Lorie and Jim Jack play Mary and Joseph 

The other two ‘wisepersons’ were played by Residents Ralph McKelvy (left) and  
Mike Orange (center photo) Residents Jeanne Hehman and Howard Jones were shepherds. 



Santa Claus came to town! Resident Tom Auld (left) models his candy cane striped hat. Resident Edna  
Orange (center) has a discussion with Santa. Resident Liz Pearson (right) is happy with her gift. 

Residents Walter Hehman (left) and Mary Joyce Baker enjoy a visit from St. Nick. 

Residents Tom Miller (left), Sandy Updegraff (center) and Tom Prosser (right)  
also got to spend time with Santa during the Christmas Party. 



The Annual Valentine’s Sweetheart Dance will be 

held in our Great Room on Thursday, February 13th 

at 7:00 pm. The event is hosted by Grove City  

College students with music provided by Stephen 

Medovich. There will be refreshments served. 

The dance is open to the public and admission is 

free. Come out and join us for a wonderful night of 

great music, fun and dancing! 

Valentine’s 
Balloon  
Bouquets 

The Valentine’s Balloon Bouquet Sale is 

underway! Each bouquet has two regular 

balloons and a mylar balloon with a  

decorative weight. Each bouquet costs $5 

and will be delivered directly to the  

Resident’s room or can be picked up in the  

Hobby Room. A sign-up sheet will be available in 

the Hobby Room. Please have your orders in by 

Friday, February 7th. Delivery date will be  

Thursday, February 13th.  

An older gentleman was on the operating table  

awaiting surgery and he insisted that his son, a  

renowned surgeon, perform the operation. As he 

was about to get the anesthesia he asked to speak to 

his son.  

"Yes, Dad, what is it?" "Don't be nervous, son; 

do your best and just remember, if it doesn't go 

well, if something happens to me your mother is 

going to come and live with you and your wife...."  

Do Your Best  

At the end of his tenth and final golf lesson, the  

elderly man asked the pro how he had performed. 

"Well," replied the instructor, "you'll never be a 

pro, but you can get personal enjoyment out of the 

game, and the exercise will do you good. Your 

main problem is that you are too close to the ball 

after you swing." 

FORE!  

Extra Snickers 

Wreath Winners 
Congratulations to the winners of our Annual Wreath 

Decorating contest! 

First Place: Anna Reynolds/Glorianne Tinkey 

 Room 410 

Second Place: Bill Giesler/Dick Dunn 

 Room 409 

Third Place:  Diane Kelly/Joyce Boyce 

 Room 310 

Pictures of the winners can be seen on our color  

photo page. 

The Activity Department will be making bulletin 

boards for Valentine’s Day that show our Residents 

with their Sweethearts. We are requesting families to 

bring in pictures for the display.  

We understand how important these memories are 

to Residents and families. Rest assured the photos 

will not be damaged in any way and will be returned 

as soon as possible. 

Photos can be dropped off in the Hobby Room or  

given to any Activity Staff member. Thank you. 

Family 
Meeting 
     A family meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 

February 12th at 1:30 PM.  The meeting is for family 

members to address any concerns they may have and 

to discuss positive changes that are happening.  If you 

have any questions, please let Amber Gowetski or 

Cathy Wise know.  If you plan on attending, please 

let Linda or Laura know so that we have enough  

seating and refreshments!   

Sweetheart  
Photos 



  Here we are in a New Year! The 

question is what we are going to 

do in this year that we didn’t do last year. Many make 

New Year’s resolutions and promise themselves they 

will stick to it, but most last only about a few months.  

  What is your resolution for 2020? I hope we would 

consider giving God our time in prayer and studying 

His Word every day, and to live what we read and 

study.  

  Maybe this will be the year when we will share the 

story of Jesus with someone who is not walking close 

to God, and we can lead them to a life worth living, 

where we find Shalom, that is the peace of God in all 

areas of their lives. 

  Maybe you have decided to start coming to our Bible 

Study at Orchard Manor, where we are challenged to 

listen to and apply God’s Word to our lives. In my  

office I have a sign that was given to me that says, 

“With God All Things Are Possible.” This is taken 

from the story of Mary and the angel Gabriel, when he 

tells her, “For Nothing is impossible with God.” So, in 

this New Year we will rely on God to teach and direct 

our lives as we rely upon His promises. 

  Psalm 100 

A psalm. For giving grateful praise. 
1 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
2Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him 

with joyful songs. 

Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and 

we are his[a]; we are his people, the sheep of his  

pasture. 

Chaplain’s Chatter  
Christmas Memories 
by Pastor Earl Dykes 

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts 

with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. 
5 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; 

  his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

May this be the New Year where we come with 

thanksgiving and praise and worship our God who 

sent His Son Jesus to this earth as a baby, to be 

raised by ordinary people who were righteous for 

God. God gave us the “Greatest Gift ever given,” 

that we can be reconciled to Him and Jesus was 

made the Lamb of God who took away the sins of 

men and women, boys and girls. This baby grew and 

went to the cross for you and for me, that we may 

have life eternal with God in the heavens. For God 

so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 

perish but have everlasting life. (KJV) Jesus didn’t 

just go to the cross and die, but in three days He 

arose from the tomb that we realize He is Messiah, 

and we have the proof of life after death in this 

world. God loves you, and so do I and there is  

nothing you can do about it! 

May God’s blessings be with each and everyone 

and your family this New Year! May we reach out 

and make God known with our lives, in the things 

we do and say.  

Shalom 

Pastor Earl 

Deepest Sympathy 
Everyone at Orchard Manor extends our heartfelt thoughts and prayers to the family and friends of the  

following Residents who recently passed away. 

Mrs. Helen Zambino, 12/2 

Mrs. Bonnie Specht, 12/5 

Mrs. Mary Visniesky, 12/10 

Mrs. Audrey Gardner, 12/11 

Mrs. Pauline Maleski, 12/11 

Mr. William “Jim” Drane, 12/16 

Mrs. Ruth Felix, 12/27 

"Do not fear, for I am with you;  

Do not anxiously look about you,  

for I am your God. I will strengthen 

you, surely I will help you,  

Surely I will uphold you with  

My righteous right hand." 

Isaiah 41:10 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+100&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15512a


NOTE: 

If you would like to receive The Apple Blossom  

via email or no longer want to receive it, let us  

know at 724-458-7760 or lcook@orchardmanor.org 

Calendar  
Highlights 
Orchard Manor, Inc. 
20 Orchard Drive 
Grove City, PA  16127 

1/2 Robert Robson 

1/3 Sarah McFadden 

1/5 Hazel Heimann 

1/10 Eleanor Sigut 

1/20 Jack Hassel 

For a more thorough  
list of activities and times,   

please see the calendar inside. 

1/4 Van Ride 

1/9 Resident Store  

1/11 Snowman races 

1/13 Resident Council 

1/15 Keep Off The Grass 

1/16 Music with Dick Fisher 

1/21 Birthday Party with  

 Humble Music Ministries 

1/23 Resident Store 

1/27 Barry Spiker & Friends 

1/22 Ella Jones 

1/23 Diane Kelly 

1/26 Dorothy Worsley 

1/31 Lois Sonntag 


