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Christmas Tradition
Christmas has many different rituals
and traditions for many different people.
Some of these traditions are based on
religion, while some are not.
One fact that isn’t well-known is the
origin of the word X mas. In Greek, the
letter chi, or X, is the first letter in the
word Christ. The chi as well as the
similar Roman X, are often used as an
abbreviation for Christ, forming the
shortened word X mas.
The name Santa Claus is based on the
Dutch Sinterklaas, which means Saint
Nicholas. In the 4th century, Nicholas
was the Bishop of Myra. He was
particularly noted for caring for children,
generosity and gift giving. Saint Nicholas
wore his red bishop’s robe and had
several helpers as he checked on how the
children behaved before deciding if a gift
was deserved.
Countries such as Japan that have a
very small Christian population have
adopted the gift giving tradition of
Christmas. South Korea is the only Asian
nation that has declared Christmas a
national holiday.
Orchard Manor is steeped in its own
Christmas traditions. Each year Orchard
Manor holds a variety of events for our
Residents. Children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren of Orchard Manor’s
Residents and staff are invited to attend

Cookies with Santa for a night of fun,
crafts, cookies and of course—Santa. The
wreath decorating contest is back as well.
Residents and their families, as well as staff,
are invited to decorate their room or office
door for the Holidays with prizes to be
awarded for the best wreaths. The Annual
Resident Christmas Party will be held on
Saturday the 21st. There will be entertainment by Johnny the Country J and each
Resident receives a gift from Santa.
A big tradition at Orchard Manor is the
Annual Family Christmas Dinner. The
dinner will be held Sunday, December 8th.
We typically serve around 400 meals at the
event. Another highlight of the season is the
Annual Christmas Service. Pastor Earl
Dykes organized the service and the Grace
United Methodist Church Bell Choir
provides beautiful Holiday music. Residents
and Staff take part in the program and hold
a live nativity scene. Throughout the entire
month of December we will be entertained
with various groups caroling and spreading
cheer through the hallways.
Each of these traditional activities is in
addition to our regular monthly activities,
such as the Birthday Celebration, games and
Church services.
No matter what your traditions may be,
the Residents and Staff of Orchard Manor
wish you and your family a very happy and
safe Holiday Season!

New Residents!
Mrs. Carol Kelly, 11/5
Mrs. Emma Holzinger, 11/7
Mrs. Frieda Monteleone, 11/7
Mr. George Deal, 11/7
Mrs. Sarahlee Belohlavek, 11/11
Mrs. Betty Crowder, 11/19
Mrs. Shirley Rider, 11/20
Mrs. Sarah McFadden, 11/22
Mrs. Clara McCarthy, 11/24

Family Meetings

A family meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December
11 at 1:30 PM. Last month’s meeting was held in the early
evening, and we learned that some people would prefer the
daylight hours. The meeting is for family members to address
any concerns they may have and to discuss positive changes that
are happening. If you have any questions, please let Diane
Robinson, Amber Gowetski or Cathy Wise know. If you plan
on attending, please let Linda or Laura know so that we have
enough seating and refreshments!
th

Christmas
Service

Best Wishes!
Mrs. Leigh Ann Rayburg, 11/1
Mr. George Weil, 11/4
Mrs. Estelle “Teddie” Cowan, 11/7
Mrs. Sarahlee Belohlavek, 11/16
Mrs. Kay Moon, 11/21
Mr. Howard Seamens, 11/26
Mrs. Betty Crowder, 11/27

Christmas is a very special time of year for many reasons. A
favorite tradition among families is attending a Christmas
Service together. We have planned our Family Christmas
Service for Wednesday, December 11th in the Great Room at
7:00 p.m.
The program will include the bell choir and scripture readings.
If you need further information, please contact Megan Huston.

Our Dedicated Staff

Service Anniversaries for December

Gloria Royer, Cook—38 years
Angie Hites, LPN—25 years
Kathy McConnell, LPN—23 years
Peg Snyder, CNA—15 years

Tammy Facemire, CNA—6 years
JoAnn Tripp, Dietary Aide—2 years
John Zacherl, Controller—2 years
Caitlin Trauterman, Human Resources—1 year

Orchard Manor would like to acknowledge family
members of Residents and Staff who are currently
serving in the Military.
 1C Seaman Nick Carey,* Navy, son-in-law of
Angie Hites, LPN

 Pfc. Jeremey Fry,* Army, cousin of
Amy Bailey, CNA

 E1 Seaman Anthony Chamber, U.S. Coast Guard,
great-grandson of Resident Irene Patterson

 MA 3 Dylan McConnell, Navy, son of
Kathy McConnell, LPN

 Colonel Peter Euler, Air Force, grandson-in-law
of Resident Jean Rogers

 A1C Hannah McCoy, Air Force Reserves,
niece of Jennifer Corban, Dietary Aide

 A1C Jordan Forsythe, Air Force, great-grandson
of Resident Dorothy Worsley

 Pvt. Josiah McCoy,* Marines, nephew of
Jennifer Corban, Dietary Aide

*Currently serving overseas
If you have a family member you would like recognized in the A pple Blossom,
please call Laura Cook at 724-458-7760 or email lcook@orchardmanor.org

Senior Snickers
Aging

Adult Truths

Just a line to say I'm living, that I'm not among the
dead. Though I'm getting more forgetful And
something's slipping in my head;

1.

I think part of a best friend's job should be to
immediately clear your computer history if
you die.

I got used to arthritis, To my dentures I'm resigned. I
can manage my bifocals, but oh, how much I miss
my mind.

2.

Nothing sucks more than that moment during
an argument when you realize you're wrong.

3.

For sometimes I cannot remember when I stand atop
the stairs, if I must go down for something, or if I've
just come up from there.

I totally take back all those times I didn't want t
o nap when I was younger.

4.

There is great need for a sarcasm font.

And before the fridge, so often my mind is filled
with nagging doubt. Have I just put food away, or have
I come to take some out.

5.

How are you supposed to fold a fitted sheet?

6.

Was learning cursive really necessary?

8.

Obituaries would be a lot more interesting if
they told you how the person died.

9.

I can't remember the last time I wasn't at least
kind of tired.

I called a friend not long ago, when they answered I
just moaned. I hung up quickly without speaking,
for I'd forgotten who I'd phoned.
And when the darkness falls upon me I stand alone
and scratch my head. I don't know if I'm retiring, or
just getting out of bed?

Once I stood in my own bathroom, wondering if I'd
used the pot. I flushed it just in case I had and sat down
just in case I'd not.
So, now if it's my turn to write you. there's no need
for getting sore. It may be that I think I've written
snd don't need to write no more.
Now I stand beside the mail box with a face so very
red. Instead of mailing you the letter I have opened it
instead.

Change of Plans
Two elderly ladies meet at the drug store after not
seeing one another for some time. After inquiring
about each other's health one asked how the other's
husband was doing.
"Oh! Harold died last week. He went out to the
garden to dig up potatoes for dinner, had a heart
attack and dropped down dead right there in the
middle of the vegetable patch!"
"Oh dear! I'm very sorry." replied her friend "What
did you do?"
"Opened a can of baked beans instead."

10. Bad decisions make good stories.
11. You never know when it will strike, but there
comes a moment at work when you know that
you just aren't going to do anything productive
for the rest of the day.
12. Can we all just agree to ignore whatever comes
after Blue Ray? I don't want to have to restart
my collection...again.
13. I'm always slightly terrified when I exit out of
Word and it asks me if I want to save any
changes to my ten-page technical report that I
swear I did not make any changes to.
14. I keep some people's phone numbers in my phone
just so I know not to answer when they call.
15. I think the freezer deserves a light as well.
16. I have a hard time deciphering the fine line
between boredom and hunger.
17. How many times is it appropriate to say "What?"
before you just nod and smile because you still
didn't hear or understand a word they said?
18. I love the sense of camaraderie when an entire
line of cars team up to prevent a jerk from cutting
in at the front.

Veteran’s Day Luncheon. A group of our Residents, who are also veterans attended a special luncheon
sponsored by the American Legion. (l-r) Ralph Foster, Ralph McKelvy, Howard Jones and Tom Auld.

Sunshine Way Residents gather to watch the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.
(left to right) Gloria Schroeder, Roy Herrmann, Enie Hottel and Gert Gamble.

Residents Eddy Cifra (left) and Shirley Cram
are anxious for Bingo to start.

Resident Lydia Tiche helps decorate the
Personal Care Christmas tree.

DICKENS’ CHRISTMAS CAROL

AFTERLIFE
BOB CRATCHIT
CHAINS
CHARITY
CHARLES DICKENS

CHRISTMAS PAST
CHRISTMAS PRESENT
CHRISTMAS YET TO BE
EBENEZER SCROOGE
ENGLAND

FEZZIWIG
GENEROUS
GHOSTS
GREEDY
HUMBUG

JACOB MARLEY
NEPHEW
POOR
REFORMED
TINY TIM

Reminder
Christmas is a time for family get-togethers and
several families enjoy taking Residents out for
celebrations, shopping, etc. We would like to
remind you that if you are taking a Resident out of
the facility, you must sign them out at the Nurse’s
Station. It’s important that they are given any
medications they may need while out and to have an
account of all Residents in case of emergency.

Wreath
Decorating

The Annual Orchard Manor Wreath Decorating
Contest is a big event that Residents and families
look forward to and plan for each year.
There are a couple of rules to follow when
hanging your wreath. They must not cover more than
50% of the door. Please do NOT put any nails or
tacks on the doors or walls. (The Command brand of
removable adhesive hooks work well.) If you use an
over-the-door hanger, please be sure that the door
still closes and latches.
We would also like to remind everyone that
extension cords are not permitted. U.L. listed surge
protectors are acceptable for use with low voltage
devices, including most decorative lighting. Please do
not plug a surge protector into another surge
protector. Electrical scent units are not allowed.
Note that these regulations apply year-round and
are not just for Holidays. If you have any questions,
please see Dave Souza, Maintenance Director.

Christmas Parties
Jolly Old St. Nicholas will be visiting Orchard
Manor on Saturday, December 21st at 2:00 pm and at
6:30 pm for Sunshine Way Residents to deliver
presents and spread some holiday cheer.
A-Wing and Personal Care:
2:00 pm in the Main Dining Room
with Johnny the Country J
B-Wing:
2:00 pm in the Great Room
with Keep Off The Grass
Sunshine Way:
6:30 pm on the Unit
with Johnny the
Country J

Cookies
with
Santa
The children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren
of Orchard Manor’s Residents and staff are invited to
visit on Wednesday, December 18th at 6:30 pm in
the Main Dining Room. The children can enjoy crafts
and coloring, Christmas cookies and of course, Santa
will be visiting. Please sign up all children in
advance. The sign up sheet is located outside of the
Hobby Room.

Deepest Sympathy
Everyone at Orchard Manor extends our heartfelt
thoughts and prayers to the family and friends of the
following Residents who recently passed away.
Mr. William Myers, 11/8
Mrs. Carol Kelly, 11/14
Mr. Allen McClymonds, 11/16
Mrs. Edith “Joy” Lindey, 11/19
Mr. Victor Brown, 11/24
Mrs. Blanche Sherman, 11/25

Words will not wipe away your tears,
And hugs may not ease the pain,
But hold onto your memories,
Because forever they will remain.

Chaplain’s Chatter
Christmas Memories
by Pastor Earl Dykes

I look back on growing up in St. Joseph Missouri,
and the trips to my Grandparents at Christmas time
and to Aunt Winnie who always had lots of food and
drinks for us as well as the present you asked for.
Every Christmas Eve we would be with my
Grandparents in church while we lived in St Joseph.
We would sing the Christmas hymn and end with
Silent Night.
My mom has been gone to heaven since November
1983, and I remember the cookies and candy she
would make and how she worked real hard to make
Christmas for her six kids. Even though she never had
much, she tried to find something special for each of
us. Christmas was never about what you got, but the
fact that you got something.
I had a paper route and I always tried to find my
Mom a special gift to tell her how much I loved her.
We were living in Colorado and we no longer visited
Grandparents, and Aunt Winnie, but Christmas was
special, and we still sung Christmas hymns and Silent
Night.
Cathy likes to decorate the tree and put up her
Christmas village each year, and a few years ago we
ran across a Hummel village in a thrift shop and
bought it to add to her decorations. Cathy, like my
mom, loves to make cookies and candies for
Christmas. Our children and grandchildren are
scattered except for our daughter Jenny and her
family. We decided to give money to the families
away, and we buy gifts for Jenny’s kids Skylar, Violet, and Charlie. I like the expression on their face
when they open the gifts.
I also look forward to our Christmas Eve service at
our church and the excitement of everyone as we
gather again to hear the story of the birth of our Lord
Jesus in Bethlehem.
Luke 2:1-20 New International Version (NIV)
The Birth of Jesus
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a
census should be taken of the entire Roman world.
2
(This was the first census that took place while[a]
Quirinius was governor of Syria.)3 And everyone went
to their own town to register.

4

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth
in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David.
5
He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a
child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn,
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in
a manger, because there was no guest room available
for them.
8
And there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.
9
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David
a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
15
When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.”
16
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph,
and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When
they had seen him, they spread the word concerning
what had been told them about this child, 18 and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said
to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things they had heard and seen, which were just as
they had been told.
I hope you enjoyed the story again and may you
Sing Silent Night.

Merry Christmas!

Pastor Earl

Calendar Highlights
12/8

Holiday Family Dinner

12/9

Resident Council

12/10 Stories and Songs with Rick Bruening
12/11 Christmas Pageant
12/12 Stories & Crafts with GC Library

12/21 Christmas Parties
12/23 Barry Spiker & Friends
12/24 Christmas Eve Sing-a-Long
12/31 New Year’s Eve Party
For a more thorough list of activities and times,
please see the calendar inside.

12/4 Eleanor Leone

12/5 Edna Orange
12/6 Erma Campbell
12/7 Bessie Datt
12/13 Tom Miller
12/17 Millie Haag
12/19 Erma Hohmann
12/31 Pat Campbell

Orchard Manor, Inc.
20 Orchard Drive
Grove City, PA 16127

12/19 Highland Elementary Christmas Songs

12/2 Jane Auld

NOTE:

12/17 Cookie Decorating

If you would like to receive The Apple Blossom
via email or no longer want to receive it, let us
know at 724-458-7760 or lcook@orchardmanor.org

12/14 Reindeer Races

