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A History of the Annual Picnic
It’s hard to believe that we’re getting
ready for the 27th Annual Picnic on July
7th! One can’t help but to reminisce
about past picnics, and since picnic
trivia and history haven’t been in the
Apple Blossom for five years, perhaps
readers will enjoy knowing how the
picnic evolved. The first picnic, which
was intended to be just that – an outdoor luncheon for Residents and any
family members who wanted to attend,
was so much fun that we decided to
make it an annual event, always held on
the first Saturday after the 4th of July.
Things sure have changed since that
first picnic in 1991, even though many
of our traditions have grown and
remained steadfast.
The original T-Shirts were for staff
members and said, “I Survived the 4th
Annual, 5th Annual…Picnic. In 1997,
a contest was held for staff members to
design the picnic shirts. The winning
shirt, designed by a Nurse’s Aide, was
“I Had a Blast at the 7th Annual Picnic”.
When the tree logo and “Because We
Care” were established, it became the
norm for our shirts until the sunshine
was added to the design for the 12th
Annual Picnic in 2003. Did you know
that if you look closely at the logo you
can see a woman picking fruit in the
tree? Over the years many Residents
told us that they wanted T-Shirts too, so
now Residents, Staff and Board
Members wear T-Shirts. Since there
are always requests from friends and

family members, this year we’ve ordered
some extra shirts that will be sold at the
picnic.
What was once a raffle for items such as
a grill or cooler has turned into our
popular “Chinese Auction”. Years ago
we worked hard to sell raffle tickets for
relatively small items, but the raffles were
successful and eventually enabled the
Home to buy a new tractor and a van!
Families, vendors and business associates
are very generous when they receive the
request for donations to the “Chinese
Auction” and this year will be no
exception!
The Board of Directors, specifically the
Orchard Manor Auxiliary, became
actively involved in the picnic many years
ago with Treasurer Sally Walter
organizing a Craft/Bake sale that has
grown larger every year, and even merits
its own tent! Speaking of tents, as our
census has grown, along with the
popularity of the picnic, our order for four
canopy tents and twenty tables many
years ago, worked its way up to sixteen
tents and seventy tables in 2006, to
twenty-one tents and eighty five tables for
this year’s picnic.
And finally, we hope for another year
with perfect weather!
While we’ve
endured a couple of extra hot and
sometimes humid picnics, the picnic was
moved inside only one time, as cold
temperatures and rain forced the change.
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The halls were lined with tables and we made the best of
it, as the cotton candy and sno-cone machines were set up
in the Front Solarium. High winds hampered our picnic
one other year, as one by one the tents blew down and
were set up again. Our diligent staff kept things in order,
as we all put on our sweaters and braved the weather! The
Activity, Dietary, Housekeeping, Laundry, Maintenance,
Nursing and Administrative Departments have been
working hard for months to plan and prepare for the
picnic. Each year we make note of what we can do better
the following year. For example, this year we are trying a
new Public Address System and hopefully everyone will
be able to hear the announcements, “Chinese Auction”
winners, etc.
We hope all Residents and their families will join us on
July 7th! In the mean time, keep your fingers crossed for
perfect picnic weather!

Our Dedicated Staff
Diane Fajohn, LPN—30 years
Brenda Riddle, CNA—15 years
Mary Ellen Wilson, LPN—15 years
Hulda Heister, Dietary Aide—12 years
Michelle Rose, CNA—12 years
Jamie Bickel, Dietary Aide—8 years

Mr. Harvey Mariacher, 6/4
Mrs. Susan Glessner, 6/20
Mrs. Glenna Snyder, 6/7
Mrs. Betty Shields, 6/22
Mr. Harvey Mariacher, 6/22
Mrs. Rosemyrna Carrier, 6/27
Mrs. Mary Faulconbridger, 6/30

Best Wishes!
Mr. William Cook, 6/4
Mrs. Glenna Snyder, 6/12
Mrs. Carolyn Callaway, 6/14
Mr. Harvey Mariacher, 6/19
Mrs. Joan Means, 6/21

Service Anniversaries for July

Jena Taylor, CNA—8 years
Bonny Baker, Dietary Aide—5 years
Mindy Kaufman, Activities—5 years
Sally Zamborski, Nursing Scheduler—5 years
Sarah Aicher, CNA—4 years

Orchard Manor would like to acknowledge family
members of Residents and Staff who are currently
serving in the Military.

 1C Seaman Nick Carey,* Navy, son-in-law of
Angie Hites, IC Nurse.

 MASN Dylan McConnell, Navy, son of
LPN Kathy McConnell

 E1 Seaman Anthony Chamber, U.S. Coast Guard,
great-grandson of Resident Irene Patterson

 A1C Hannah McCoy, Air Force Reserves,
niece of Jennifer Corban, Dietary Aide

 Colonel Peter Euler, Air Force, grandson-in-law
of Resident Jean Rogers

 Pvt. Josiah McCoy, Marines, nephew of Jennifer
Corban, Dietary Aide

 A1C Jordan Forsythe, Air Force, great-grandson
of Resident Dorothy Worsley

 Maj. Robert Widmyer, Army, grandson of
Resident Lottie Williams

 Pfc. Jeremey Fry,* Army, cousin of
Amy Bailey, CNA
*Currently serving overseas
If you have a family member you would like recognized in the A pple Blossom,
please call Laura Cook at 724-458-7760.

Senior Snickers
The Trouble with Google

Manners, Please

“C’mon, Ma, you have got to try it” I pleaded to
my elderly Mother. I don’t know how my Mother
lasted this long without ever using the internet, but
enough was enough! I thought.
“Ok” she said reluctantly settling down by the
computer and slowly putting on her reading glasses
“what do I do now?”
“Now I’m going to open the home page of
google”, I explained. “OK here it is! Now type in
ANY question you want into the bar over here and
you will find an answer to your question.”
I confidently assured her. My Mother looked at me
warily, thought for a second, and slowly began to
type, “How is Gertrude doing this morning?”

I work as a pediatric nurse, and often have the painful
job of giving shots to the children. One day upon
entering the examining room to give a shot the little girl
starting screaming “NO! NO! NO!”
“Jessica” her mother scolded, “that is not polite
behavior!”
At that, the girl continued to scream “NO THANK
YOU! NO THANK YOU! NO THANK YOU!”

Too Old to Date?
The neighbors thought it was odd, but 93 year old
Morton was dating again. One Monday morning
Morton woke up with a funny feeling that something
important happened last night. It was during
breakfast, that Morton finally remembered what it
was. He had proposed to his date Greta. But what she
answered he just couldn’t seem to remember. Morton
picked up the phone and dialed.
“Hi Greta”, said Morton, “I have a funny question
for you, do you remember last night when I
proposed?”
“Oh my gosh” gushed Greta, “I’m so glad you
called, I knew I said yes to somebody but I just
couldn’t recall who it was!”

Routine Physical
A lady came in for a routine physical at the
doctor’s office .
“Here”, said the nurse, handing her a urine
specimen container. “The bathroom is over there on
your right. The doctor will be with you in a few
minutes.”
A few minutes later the lady came out of the
bathroom with an empty container and a relieved
look on her face.
“Thanks! But they had a toilet in there, so I didn’t
need this after all!”

Mothers-in-Law
A seamstress in a tailor shop arrived one morning
wearing a good sized diamond ring. One of the pressers
noticed the sparkler and asked about it.
“My mother-in-law gave me a thousand dollars before
she passed away. She said that when she dies, I should
buy a beautiful stone. So I did!”
I was at a magic show, when after one particularly
amazing trick, someone screamed out, “wow, how did
you do that?”
“I would tell you”, answered the magician
predictably, “but then I’d have to kill you.”
After a moments pause the same voice screamed out
“can you tell my mother in law?”

Under Pressure
Brian’s stress level was at unsurpassed levels. His
wife Maggie was in labor and Brian was sure it was time
to head to the hospital. Breathing heavily, Brian grabbed
the phone and called the doctor.
“MY WIFE, SHE’S READY, SHOULD WE
COME?”
The doctor tried to relax the poor fellow, “just try to
relax, now tell me how much time elapses between the
contractions?”
“SHIRLEY!” Brian screamed on the top of his lungs,
“HOW MUCH TIME IN BETWEEN THE
CONTRACTIONS? TEN MINUTES? OK, TEN
MINUTES IN BETWEEN!”
“And is this her first child?” Questioned the doctor.
“NO YOU STUPID NITWIT, THIS IS HER
HUSBAND!”

Residents Bob McConnell and Charlie Lisica are
just two of our Residents that received recognition
at a special Veterans’ program.

Resident Ray
Schermerhorn watches
all the comings and
goings from the from
porch.

Resident Darlene
Gibson loves being
outside.

Residents Kathryn Hockenberry (left) and Bonnie
Specht take part in “Cold Drinks & Conversation”,
one of our outdoor activities.

Residents Erma and Jim Hohmann relax
outside during the beautiful weather.

The Activity Department decorated one of our
bulletin boards with a Patriotic Peanuts theme
for Independence Day.

Resident Joan Campbell (left), Mickey Kennedy and
her husband, Resident Bill Kennedy share a
laugh on the front porch.
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Summer
Sizzlin’
Raffle
Don’t forget to get your tickets for our “Summer
Sizzlin’” raffle. First prize is a $200 Walmart Gift
Card. Second prize is a $100 Sheetz Gift Card.
There is a third prize of $50 in Lottery Tickets!
Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 and can be
purchased at the Front Desk or from a Board
Member. The drawing will be held Saturday, July
7th at the 27th Annual Family Picnic!

Independence
Day Celebration

The Annual Grove City Independence Day
fireworks display will be held on Wednesday, July
4th! We have a terrific view of the show from our
parking lot.

For the celebration, our Residents will be
enjoy a music program with ZPraise, beginning at
7:00 pm, followed by snacks, then the fireworks.
Everyone is welcome to join their family
member for the festivities.

Sunshine Way
Picnic

Orchard Manor’s Sunshine Way will be holding
its annual picnic on Wednesday, August 8th at
7:00 pm. Music will be provided by ZPraise. Light
refreshments will be served.

27th Annual
Family Picnic
Orchard Manor’s 27th Annual Picnic will be held on
Saturday, July 7th! As always, there will be lots of
food and fun! We are asking families to bring their
choice of a dessert to share. Desserts can be dropped
off in the Front Solarium the day of the picnic.
The picnic begins at 11:30 am and the meal will be
served at noon. And don’t forget the “Chinese”
Auction! T-shirts will be available for sale at $5.00.
Please see Linda Garner if interested.

Chinese Auction
Donations
One of the favorite events at our Annual
Family Picnic is the Chinese Auction. It is a
terrific fundraiser for our Residents. If you have any
items you would like to donate, please see
Megan Huston in Activities.

Special Donation
Several of our Residents have hobbies. Some knit,
some paint and some crochet. Resident Cliff Benn
makes cross-stitch baby quilts.
For the picnic, Cliff has donated a 4’ x 4’
butterfly-themed quilt he has made. We will be raffling it off at the picnic. The quilt will be available
to see in the Hobby Room. Don’t miss your chance
at this beautiful one-of-a-kind item!

Congratulations
Congratulations to Resident Bill Marsh and his
wife, Faye, on their 10th Anniversary! We wish
them all the best.

Snickers Extra
Two ladies were discussing their husbands over tea.
“I wish that my Robert would stop biting his nails. It gets me very upset.”
“My Calvin used to do the same thing,” the woman replied. “But I broke
him of the habit.”
“How?” the first women asked “I hid his teeth.”

Chaplain’s Chatter
Let There Be Peace
by Pastor Earl Dykes

Here we are again; I just
celebrated another birthday,
and a transition from one
church family to another.
Cathy and I have really been
busy heading up to the first of this month. God is
faithful and His Holy Spirit is always my comforter,
teacher, and healer.
Isaiah 41:10 tells us, “So do not fear, for I am with
you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with
my righteous right hand.” God loves each of us and
wants to be with us no matter what we face in this life.
God will uphold you in times of sadness, sorrow, and
sickness.
Our great nation was founded upon God and His
promises, and this month we come again to celebrate
the birth of our nation, but it came about because
people like Washington put their trust in God, and our
enemies were defeated.
On March 23, 1775, when Patrick Henry spoke the
now famous phrase, “Give me liberty or give me
death!” to arouse the Second Virginia Convention to
arms against the tyranny of Great Britain, he noted that
“we have done everything that could be done to avert
the storm which is now coming upon us.” During the
critical years of 1765-1776, the American colonies had
been forced to endure taxation without representation,
searches and seizures without probable cause, the
confiscation of firearms, and on and on. Though the
colonial leaders had tried to remain loyal to the Crown
and reconcile their differences, they were finally
compelled to break away in revolt.
The Declaration of Independence was then written as
a proclamation to the world of their reasons for
separating from England. But while the Declaration
gives a detailed list of legal offenses that England had
left unresolved, the Founders saw these as more than
isolated wrongs. Rather, they saw them as a part of
predetermined plan to take away their religious
liberties and reestablish the Church of England to rule
over their hearts and souls, thus enslaving the colonies.
In that light, one understands the power of Patrick
Henry’s fiery words.

John Adams Second President said, “The general
principles upon which the Fathers achieved
independence were the general principles of
Christianity. I will avow that I believed and now
believe that those general principles of Christianity
are as eternal and immutable as the existence and
attributes of God.
As we celebrate again this July 4th let us remember
that this is one nation under God and continue to
pray that God will bless our country and not leave
us but strengthen us. Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Be
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.”
American was founded upon the principles and
believes of Christians, and the fact that salvation
comes through Jesus, and this Jesus we love will
bring us peace that surpasses all understanding.
May this explode in our minds like a firework show
explodes in the sky. Jesus is Lord and loves all His
people. Amen.

Pastor Earl

Deepest Sympathy
Everyone at Orchard Manor extends our heartfelt
thoughts and prayers to the family and friends of
the following Residents who recently passed away.
Mrs. Hilda Cayton, 6/13
Mrs. Nannie Hay, 6/17
Mrs. Leah Hartzell, 6/24
If tears could build a stairway,
And memories a lane,
I'd walk right up to Heaven
And bring you home again.

~Unknown

Calendar Highlights
7/4

Independence Day Celebration with ZPraise

7/7

27th Annual Family Picnic

7/9

Resident Council

7/10

Happy
Birthday!
7/1

Verna Slozat

Birthday Party with Jim Hutcheson

7/4

Bonnie Specht

7/12

Stories & Crafts with GC Library

7/6

Helen Taggart

7/18

Keep Off The Grass

7/10

Alberta Hindman

7/19

Music with Dick Fisher

7/12

Jean Himes

7/23

Barry Spiker & Friends

7/15

Gladys Berg

7/31

Ice Cream Treats on the Porch

7/20

Audrey Wilson

7/26

Gert Gamble

7/28

Mae Hart

7/30

Pauline Maleski

If you would like to receive The Apple Blossom
via email or no longer want to receive it, let us
know at 724-458-7760 or lcook@orchardmanor.org
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For a more thorough list of activities and times,
please see the calendar inside.

