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Well, the 18th Annual Picnic has come 
and gone!  We work hard to organize the  
picnic, are amazed at how fast the first  
Saturday after the 4th of July comes 
around, and then surprised afterwards 
when we realize that the better part of the 
summer is over!  We’ve held our  
“post-picnic” meetings to analyze and plan 
ways to make things better for our 19th  
Annual Picnic next year.  And even though 
the weather was “dreary”, many of those 
who attended felt sunglasses were in order 
with our florescent green shirts this year!  
For the first time in eighteen years there 
was no entertainment, but even that didn’t 
dampen the party, as folks enjoyed the  
biggest array of delicious desserts ever 
from families, cotton candy, snow cones, 
the Balloon Magician, the Orchard Manor 
Auxiliary Craft Sale and of course, the 
Chinese Auction. 

Speaking of the Chinese Auction, there 
was lots of razzing going on when a couple 
of people, including me, won prizes.  I  
personally joked back, saying that with the 
number of tickets for fundraisers and  
raffles I’ve bought over the past thirty 
years I could have retired!  For the record, 
I did win $15.00 on the scratch-off tickets, 
which I gave to Activities for a Special 
Bingo.  I was lucky enough to have my 
name drawn for a gift basket too, however, 
I divided the candy between two young 
girls who I overheard making a deal to 
split the candy if either of them won.  I 
will admit, though, that I kept the Pirate 
tickets! Unlike other years, we moved the 
Chinese Auction inside when the rain 
turned from a light drizzle to a downpour, 
and the threat of a tornado was issued.  
With the help of the many staff and  
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families in attendance, Residents were 
escorted inside and the desserts were set 
up in the Dining Room for anyone who 
wanted another sweet.  Residents and their 
friends and families made the best of the 
afternoon, visiting and commenting how 
lucky we were that the rain and wind held 
off until we had finished lunch.  Not to 
worry though…our analysis and plans for 
next year’s picnic include a sunny day! 

I also wanted to let you know that in 
2003-04, when we bought all new beds, 
the old beds were donated to “Wheels for 
Love,” a charity organization that collects 
and distributes wheelchairs, beds and 
other medical equipment to orphanages, 
hospitals, etc., overseas.  The beds were 
delivered to an orphanage.  So, when we 
recently replaced mattresses, we again 
called “Wheels for Love”, who took the 
mattresses to Mexico, where they were 
greatly needed and appreciated! 

 
Diane Robinson, NHA 
Administrator 
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Erma McKnight, Activity Aide—33 years 

Gloria Kaufman, Housekeeper—31 years 

Margaret Taylor, Housekeeper—24 years 

Tracey Cramer, LPNAC—14 years 

Phyllis Beach, CNA—11 years 

Laura Cook, Administrative Assistant—7 years 

Kim Grossman, Dietary Aide—5 years 

Amy Bailey, CNA—5 years 

Judy Cornelius, RN—2 years 

German Fernandez,  
 Maintenance Helper—1 year 
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Crystal Friedl has worked as an LPN 
with Orchard Manor for 2 years. Like 
most of our staff her favorite part of the 
job is the Residents. 

Crystal grew up in Greenville and 
Sheakleyville. She is a graduate of  
Commodore Perry High School. She is 
the mother of two children, a daughter, 
Samantha, 14, and a son, Brian, 13. 

In her spare time, Crystal likes to watch 
HGTV and sports. She also enjoys  
tending to her flower beds and spending 
time with her kids. One surprising thing 
about Crystal is that she likes to golf. She 
says she is not very good, but likes to go 
with Ray and drive the golf cart. 

Crystal has one brother, Shawn, who 
lives in Ohio. He is in the Army and has 
served 18 months overseas. 

Future plans for Crystal include  
possibly returning to school to be a  
Registered Nurse. 
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In life we all get burned.  The pain of 
that experience affects us deeply; and, 
sometimes, try though we might, it just 
won’t let us go. 

When we say we’ve been burned, the 
pain has either been inflicted upon us by 
someone, or at other times it is that we 
are deeply  affected by the pain of  
seemingly chance happenings in life, such 
as that which we experience when we 
face our own declining health, or the  
declining health, well-being, or even the 
death of someone we love.  Whichever 
the case, if we know we’ve been burned, 
it is obvious the pain is deep and lasting.   

For me, I have found there are two  
reasons for the pain to be that deep –  
either it is ongoing and doesn’t seem to 
have hope of resolution, or it has just  
simply, but not so simply, hurt SO very, 
very much.  In either case, intervention is 
an absolute must! 

As a Pastor, you would expect me to tell 
you that God is the answer.  The fact is, 
God is the answer.  At times, as with real 
burns, applying salve is enough.   
Sometimes, knowing and being reminded 
that God loves us, that God cares, that 
God is with us - walking beside us, and 
before us, all the while watching our 
backs is enough.  The pain subsides, the 
healing comes.  At other times, however, 

greater professional intervention is  
needful for the healing to come, whether 
one-on-one counseling, group therapy, or 
a support group.   The Bible tells us that 
“every good and perfect gift” is from 
God.  I believe that - God, as the giver of 
all good gifts, provides the resources we 
need to receive the care necessary to lead 
us toward healing when the hurt, whether 
inflicted pain  or affected pain, visits our 
lives and sticks around. 

There is no shame in receiving help 
when it is needed.  It is, however, a 
shame when we need help, and hope, and 
healing, and don’t do all that we need to 
in order to receive it.    

Are you hurting today?  Is there deep 
pain that just doesn’t seem to want to go 
away?  First and foremost, seek the help 
of God, through prayer and meditation 
upon His word.  As well, seek the help of 
a pastor, of family, of staff, or of friends 
along the way, anyone who will care 
enough to lead you to God and to the  
additional resources He has provided for 
us that will help to begin the healing 
process.  May God bless us as together, 
and together with Him, we move toward 
wholeness. 

 

���������	
���
	���������	
���
	���������	
���
	���������	
���
	� ���

9 

#
�
�#��$���%��
��#
�
�#��$���%��
��#
�
�#��$���%��
��#
�
�#��$���%��
��  



10 

���� ���������	���
����� ���������	���
����� ���������	���
����� ���������	���
��
Everyone at Orchard Manor extends our heartfelt thoughts and prayers to the family and 
friends of the following Resident who recently passed away. 

Mr. Charles Gardner 
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The Summer Concerts continue at  
Orchard Manor! Each performance will 
be held on a Thursday at 7:00 pm. The 
concert is free and open to the public. 
Weather permitting, the shows will be 
held outside, so bring your lawn chairs 
and enjoy the music. 

8/6 Roy Rubin & Super Stars 

8/13 Joe Leavy 

8/20 Chuck Thorp 

8/27 Don Jasper 

We are also looking for volunteers to 
help escort the Residents to the concerts, 
stay with them during the concerts and 
escort them back to into the facility. If 
you are able to volunteer for any for the 
dates above, please sign up in the Hobby 
Room. Thank you. 
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We are having a picnic for Sunshine Way 
Residents and their families on Sunday, 
August 23rd at 6:00 pm in the outside 
courtyard. We are asking families to bring 
in their favorite dessert for everyone to 
sample. Come and enjoy the evening with 
us. There will be beautiful decorations, 
great food and entertainment! 

Each summer we hold a Family Council 
Meeting for Personal Care combined 
with a Family Picnic and Summer  
Concert. This year’s event is being held 
on Thursday, August 20th in the Personal 
Care Dining Room and Patio. All  
Personal Care Residents, Families and 
friends are invited to come for the Picnic 
dinner at 5:00 p.m., stay for the meeting 
and finish up the evening with an outdoor 
concert with Chuck Thorp at 7:00 p.m. If 
you plan on attending, please sign up at 
the Nurse’s Office in PC no later than 
August 12th.   
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Congratulations to Lottie Kline, winner 
of the cartful of Groceries Raffle and to 
Scott Walter, winner of the 50-50 Picnic 
Raffle! Thank you to everyone who 
helped out with these fund raisers and for 
supporting Orchard Manor. 

 

Perhaps they are not the stars, 
but rather openings in Heaven 
where the love of our lost ones 
pours through and shines down 
upon us to let us know they  
are happy.   

~Author Unknown 
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Mrs. Ruth Dietrich, 7/2 
Mr. James Keister, 7/6 

Mr. Fred Meier, 7/7 
Mrs. Theresa Plichta, 7/9 

Mrs. Betty Elder, 7/10 
Mrs. Mary McGarvey, 7/13 

Mr. Clarence McCracken, 7/22 
Mrs. Marguerite White, 7/22 
Mrs. Margaret Curry, 7/28 

Mrs. Patti Oakes, 7/29 
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Mike Boyce, Housekeeping 

Debra Cyphert, Dietary Aide 

Faith Carroll-Gillen, CNA 
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Orchard Manor acknowledges family 
members of Residents and Staff who are 
currently serving in the Military. 

�  Sgt. Travis Corbin,* U.S. Army, 
grandson of Resident Angelina Corbin. 

�  Spc. Steve Fox,* Army National  
Guard,  son of Wanda Fox, CNA 

�� Pfc. Jeremey Fry,* Army, 
cousin of Amy Bailey, CNA 

�� E4 Specialist Adam Reddinger,* Army  
Infantry, cousin of Amy Bailey, CNA 

�� Spc. Justin Robinson,* Army National  
Guard,  son of Diane Robinson,  
Administrator 

�� Spc. Jacob Sydlik and 
�� Spc. Matthew Sydlik, Army National  

Guard,  grandsons of Resident  
Norie Young 

�� Senior Airman Josh Winder and  
�� Senior Airman Matt Winder, Air Force 

Reserves, sons of Laura Knauff,  
Maintenance Helper, grandsons of  
Gloria Kaufman, Housekeeper. 

*Currently serving overseas 

If you have a family member you would 
like to recognize in the Apple Blossom, 
please call Laura Cook at 724-458-7760. 
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The monthly CAREgiver’s Support 

Group will be held on Wednesday,  
August 19th at 10:30 am. If you have any 
questions about the group, please call 
Mary Jo Palmer at 724-458-4456. 

A new supermarket opened in Topeka, 
Kansas. It has an automatic water mister 
to keep produce fresh. Just before it 
comes on, you hear the sound of distant 
thunder and the smell of fresh rain. 

When you pass the milk cases, you 
hear cows mooing and you experience 
the scent of freshly mowed hay. 

In the meat department, there is the 
aroma of charcoal grilled steaks with  
onions. 

When you approach the egg case, you 
hear hens cluck and cackle and the air is 
filled with the pleasing aroma of bacon 
and eggs frying. 

The bakery department features the 
tantalizing smell of fresh baked bread 
and cookies. 

I don’t buy toilet paper there anymore. 

Submitted by Reba Kuhn,  
Orchard Manor Board of Directors  



August 6  Summer Concert—Roy Rubin  
           & Superstars 

August 8  Birthday Celebration with  
  Connor Vansickle 

August 11 Full Gospel Lighthouse 

August 13 Summer Concert—Joe Leavy 

August 20 PC Family Council & Picnic 
  Summer Concert—Chuck Thorp 

August 23 Sunshine Way Picnic 

August 24 Barry Spiker & Friends 

August 27 Summer Concert—Don Jasper 

For a more thorough list of activities  
and times, please see the calendar on pages 2 & 11. 
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8/6 Kathryn Hockenberry 
8/7 Marie Hay 
8/9 Jennie Koprivnak 
8/13 Irene Weiss 
8/26 John Thornbury 
8/27 Lucy McCarl 
8/27 Wanda Carrell 
8/28 Thelma Lichtenberger 
8/28 Olive “Rose” Vitez 
8/30 Dale Hennon 
8/30  Bertha Rodgers 
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Thomas Hal Forrest was born June 2, 1930 to 
Murt and Margaret Forrest. He was born at his 
home in Harrisville (where Sheetz is now). This 
is also where Tom grew up. His father had a  
barbershop in the basement of their home. 

Tom had three brothers, Bill, Jack, Neil and 
one sister, Vera. He was the baby of the family. 
He went to Harrisville High School where he  
graduated in 1947. 

Later, he married his children’s mother, Berta. 
They had Thomas E. and Tammi Jo. Later they 
were divorced. 

On August 30, 1968, he got remarried to  
Dorothy Young (Eaton). She had two daughters, 
Susan and Donna. The family lived at 1320 West 
Main Street, Grove City. They were married for 
39 years. Dorothy passed away in 2005 with  
cancer. 

Tom worked at Cooper Bessemer in Grove 
City. After a day’s work, Tom would work in the 
evenings putting roofs on houses. 
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Charles “Chuck” Oakes was born on February 
25, 1928 to parents Norman and Alma (Barnes) 
Oakes in Jackson Center, PA. Chuck has two 
brothers and three sisters. The children attended 
Jackson Center Grade School. Chuck is a 1945 
graduate of Mercer High School. 

Three years after graduating, Chuck married 
Patti Reagle. Neither one of them ever dated  
anyone else but each other. The couple had two 
children, Jim, who passed away at the age of 40 
in 1990, and Don. 

Eventually Chuck got a job with Westinghouse 
in Sharon. To make extra money, he drove the 
shuttle bus. He also worked on the farm. In 1984, 
Westinghouse closed and the following year, he 
began driving for Anderson Tours. Patti often 
went along as the tour hostess. 

Chuck was very active in the church. He taught 
Sunday School for over 20 years. He also served 
as clerk of sessions for 37 years. In his spare 
time, he would work on cars and tractors. 

Chuck and Patti have four grandchildren,  
Justin, Jeff, Kelsey and Adam. 

Don’t forget to look at the pictures of our Residents of the Month! They are on the bulletin boards  
located on each wing. 
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Jean Virginia Hall was born in 1920 to parents 

Harry and Helen Hall. Although she lived in a 
small neighborhood in Ellwood City, she was  
always very busy playing with her 11 brothers 
and sisters! 

Jean loved to rollerskate and square dance, but 
she made sure to get her schoolwork done before 
she played! Her hard work paid off when she 
graduated from Ellwood City High School in 
1939. It wasn’t long after that she met her future 
husband while roller skating. In fact, she married 
James Raybould January 9, 1943. Shortly after, 
Jim and Jean moved to California where he was 
stationed in the Navy. When Jim was discharged, 
he and Jean moved to Grove City.  

Jean has two sons, Jim (Sandi) and John (Kim). 
The boys kept her very busy, but that didn’t keep 
her from maintaining a job. Jean loved baking so 
much that she worked as a baker in three differ-
ent Grove City School cafeterias! She did this for 
many years until retiring at the age of 72. 

Jean has one granddaughter, Jolyn and one 
step-grandson, David. She also has two  
great-grandsons, Zachary and Taylor. 

5��
�+��6����5��
�+��6����5��
�+��6����5��
�+��6����4 444��
�
�
��#����
�
�
��#����
�
�
��#����
�
�
��#��� ���

Tom and Dorothy loved to go on cruises and 
they made several trips to California to visit his 
brother Bill and his wife, Bobbi. They also went 
to Florida several times with his brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law. 

Tom served in the Army, in the 24th Infantry 
Division. He first was in Japan, then he was sent 
to Korea where he fought in the Korean War. 

Tom was Post Commander of the American 
Legion in Harrisville, in charge of Military  
Services for Veterans, and Post Commander for 
the V.F.W. in Grove City. He was also in the  
National Guard  for 10 years. 

In his younger days, Tom worked for Brown’s 
Funeral Home in Harrisville driving ambulance. 
He also worked at B & LE railroad as a yard 
clerk. 

Tom loved to sing, play cards and go on trips 
with his wife. He absolutely LOVES the 
STEELERS! 



Annual Picnic 

DONOR ITEM WINNER 

Springfield Restaurant Group $25 Gift Certificate (2) Larry Eakin, Shirley Gowetski 

Pharmacy Management Group 4 Pittsburgh Pirate Tickets (2 sets) Emily Robinson, Diane Robinson 

Physician’s Mobile X-ray Bath & Body Works  
Baskets (5) 
 
Bath & Body Works  
Air Fresheners (2) 
 
Wendell August Forge Platter 

Shelby Anderson, Laura Locke,  
Connie Thompson (2), Lois Heister 
 
Karen Anderson, Eden McCormick 
 
 
Theresa Plichta  

Keystone Electric Lunch tote (2) Christina Heister, Kathy Gills 

Pat Acheson Afghan Jim McCarl 

Jim & Lorie Jack 12” TV Denise Armstrong 

Allegheny Typewriter $25 Lottery Ticket 
25  $1 Lottery Tickets 

Pam Watson 
Diane Robinson 

Quill High School Musical 3  DVD 
Madagascar DVD 
Rachel Ray Skillet and Utensils 
iPod Clock Radio 
Lunch Kit 

Hannah Clokey 
Ruth Good 
Nancy Viola 
Robin Anderson 
Robin Anderson 

Nickles Bakery Folding Lawn Chair Linda Dickson 

Dairy Queen Ice Cream Cake Robyn Covert 

Vitas Candy Gift Basket Diane Robinson 

Gospel Book & Music Store $10 Gift Certificate Tina Levy 

VNA Hospice Gift Basket Linda Dickson 

Sodexho Co. Tricycle Planter 
Bunny Planter 
Indoor/Outdoor Wall Clock 

Hulda Heister 
Nancy Viola 
Tammy Willis 

G.C. Insurance & Financial $100 Gift Certificate for tax prep Wanda Fox 

Anonymous Donors Appetizer Book 
Photo Keychain 
Sham Sorb Towel 
$10.00 McDonald’s Card 
Massage Vest 
Keepsake Photo Cube 

Dan Knauff 
Laura Crowder 
Ruth Ferringer 
Hulda Heister 
Wanda Fox 
Pat Flavell 

Fort Dearborn Life John Hancock Mug Set Robyn Covert 7 


