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In honor of the Fourth of July, the day 
America celebrates its independence, it 
may be interesting to read some parts of 
our history that may not be as well 
known to everyone, especially regarding 
patriotic symbols of our country and our 
freedom.  For example, did you know 
that the editors of The Youth’s  
Companion, a popular weekly magazine 
published in Boston, developed The 
Pledge of Allegiance as part of a  
promotional campaign in the 1890s?  
The Pledge was originally used in public 
schools on October 12, 1892 during Co-
lumbus Day observances.  There were 
changes to the Pledge, as the original 
Pledge referred to “my Flag” with the 
words being changed to “the Flag of the 
United States” in 1923.  The words “of 
America” were added a year later, and 
the words, “under God” were added in 
1954.  The US Congress recognized the 
Pledge as the official national pledge in 
1942.  And while there have been 
‘recent’ challenges to the Pledge as a 
patriotic oath and public prayer, the  
challenges actually began even before it 
was recognized as the official national 
pledge. 

Although I am not a vexillologist, 
(expert in the history of flags), I found it 
interesting to learn that until the early 
1800s, an additional star and stripe was 
added as each new state was  
admitted to the Union.  It was  
determined that only a star would be 
added to the flag on the July 4th  
following the admission of the new state 
to the Union.  There were a number of 
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variations in the flag’s appearance, and a 
variety of star arrangements were in  
existence, until 1912, when the  
government specified the official  
patterns, proportions and colors to the 
Flag we use today. 

The Fourth of July brings back  
memories of family traditions and  
reunions, picnics, flowers blooming and 
the harvesting of fresh fruits and  
vegetables, long but productive days of 
work on the farm and much anticipated 
day trips and vacations, fireworks, and 
an array of other sentiment.  We  
recognize, respect and honor our  
Residents who are Veterans, as well as 
all Veterans and Servicemen and 
Women.  For them, as well as many  
others, the Pledge of Allegiance and the 
American Flag are symbols of sacrifice 
and freedom every day, but especially 
on the Fourth of July. 

Diane Robinson, NHA 
Administrator 
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Roxanne Barclay, CNA—31 years 

Diane Fajohn, LPN—21 years 

Brenda Riddle, CNA—6 years 

Mary Ellen Wilson, LPN—6 years 

Grace Schermerhorn, CNA—6 years 

Julie Shambaugh, LPN—5 years 

Hulda Heister, Dietary Aide—3 years 

Michelle Rose, CNA—3 years 

Karen Richards, Activity Aide—3 years 

Tracey Wegrzynek, CNA—3 years 

Beth Gregory, RN—1 year 

Diane Heidelbach—1 year 
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Elaine Evans has been with Orchard 
Manor for 19 years. She has worked in 
both the Housekeeping Department and 
in the Nursing Department as a CNA. 
Her friends and co-workers call her Ilene. 

Elaine grew up in Grove City and 
graduated from Grove City High School. 
She is an only child and a Valentine’s 
baby. She is also the mother of two girls, 
Kylee, 16, and Cassandra, 17. 

In her spare time, Elaine likes to read 
and crochet doilies. Her favorite memory 
is going to church with her grandparents. 

Elaine says the best thing about  
Orchard Manor is the caring staff and 
cleanliness. Her favorite thing about the 
job is the Residents. 
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July, a time of grass cutting, weed  
pulling, fire crackers and enjoying the 
fruits of our labor. 

One of my favorite hymns is “Great Is 
Thy Faithfulness.” The second verse 
makes reference to the cycle of the  
seasons and the certainty of the sun, 
moon and stars as they run their course 
every day of every year. All of nature 
bears witness to the faithfulness, mercy 
and love of God. 

There are many parts of the world that 
enjoy a continuous harvest season.  
Southern Florida and portions of  
California, the Rio Grande Valley and the 
tropical areas enjoy a continuous cycle of 
sowing and reaping. I have read where 
orange trees can have blossoms, small 
oranges, half-grown oranges and fully 
ripe oranges all at the same time. 

Here in Western Pennsylvania our 
growing season is relatively short. We 
have a season of planting and reaping that 
begins in late spring and ends with a frost 
in late September or early October. Every 
spring we break up the soil, plant seeds or 
plants, water them, fertilize them and then 
wait for the tomatoes or various flowers 
to appear. We don’t know what kind of 
weather we will have. Will there be too 
much rain or not enough? Nobody knows 
until we see each day and month come 
and go. But each year, we do the same 
things. We are people of faith. Farmers 
plant their crops each year, hoping that all 
will go well. 

Why do we plant flower seeds and 
vegetable seeds every year? Because we 
know that if we don’t plant the seeds, 

there won’t be a harvest. This is a law of 
nature, there can be no harvest unless 
there is a time of sowing. The Bible 
makes great use of the world of nature in 
presenting to us the nature of God and 
the gift of His son Jesus. Jesus as well 
uses illustrations of the farmer sowing 
seeds, the shepherd watching for their 
flocks and the ultimate glory of a single 
seed of wheat bearing fruit that is 30, 60 
or 100-fold. 

In the spiritual realm  of life, the seed 
of Good News can be planted any day of 
the year. It doesn’t matter what the 
weather is like because God’s love can 
grow within us regardless of the season. 
Once the seed is sown, the mystery  
begins. How does that seed of wheat 
change into a plant that bears fruit? How 
does God’s word work within us to  
produce the fruit of salvation? It’s a  
process of transformation that Paul  
describes in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “We are 
all being transformed from one degree of 
glory to another.” 

Paul also talks about our lives bearing 
the “Fruit of the Spirit” in Galatians 5:22, 
which includes “love, joy, peace,  
pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” 

So when does this all take place? When 
might this spiritual journey begin? Many 
people have asked the same question and 
Paul’s answer in 2 Corinthians 6:2 is still 
the best answer: “Now is the acceptable 
time, behold, now is the day of  
salvation.” 
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Everyone at Orchard Manor extends our heartfelt thoughts and prayers to the family and 
friends of the following Residents who recently passed away. 

Mrs. Edna Turner 
Mrs. Helen Westlake 

Mrs. Norma Hiser 
Mrs. Monna Stewart 
Mr. Chester Blauser 
Mr. Michael Yalch 
Mrs. Cleora Barron 

(�������(�������(�������(�������
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Orchard Manor has put  

together a shopping cart chock full 
of groceries and other goodies, more than 
enough for a complete summer picnic! 
Tickets to win the groceries are $2.00 
each or 3 for $5.00, and can be purchased 
at the front desk. The drawing will be 
held Saturday, July 11th during the  
Annual Family Picnic. All proceeds 
benefit Orchard Manor. Good luck and 
thank you for your support. 
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The Annual Grove City Fireworks  
Display will be held on Friday, July 4th 
at 10:00 pm. Orchard Manor has a terrific 
view of the show and we will be taking 
Residents outside to the field beside  
B-Wing to watch, weather permitting. 
Johnny Oakes will also be performing 
patriotic tunes for everyone to enjoy. 
Family and friends are invited to come 
and celebrate with us. 
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The Summer Concerts return to  

Orchard Manor! Each performance will 
be held on a Thursday at 7:00 pm. The 
concert is free and open to the public. 
Weather permitting, the shows will be 
held outside, so bring your lawn chairs 
and enjoy the music. 
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Thank you to everyone who helped 
raise “bail money” for the Muscular  
Dystrophy Association. Because of your 
generosity, Orchard Manor donated $66 
to the MDA. 

With what a deep devotedness of woe 
I wept thy absence - o'er and o'er again 
Thinking of thee, still thee, till thought grew pain, 
And memory, like a drop that, night and day, 
Falls cold and ceaseless, wore my heart away! 

~Thomas Moore 
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Don’t forget the 18th Annual Family  
Picnic on Saturday, July 11th! The picnic 
will begin at 11:30 a.m., with the meal  
being served at noon. We invite families 
attending the picnic to bring their  
favorite dessert, Jell-o salad or fruit salad. 
There will be crafts, music and entertain-
ment, so come join the fun. 

��������(������������(������������(������������(�����
The monthly CAREgiver’s Support 

Group will be held on Wednesday July 
15 at 6:30 pm in the Great Room. The 
speaker will be Laurel Hartshorn, Elder 
Law Attorney. (Please make note of the 
time change.) If you have any questions 
about the group, please call Mary Jo 
Palmer at 724-458-4456. 



��.�)�����
����.�)�����
����.�)�����
����.�)�����
��� ���
Mr. Charles Oakes, 6/15 

Mrs. Norma Schwerin, 6/16 
Mr. Robert Solkovy, 6/30 
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Nicole DuBois, CNA 
Heidi Kepner, CNA 

Mary McAnallen, CNA 
Tina Levy, Dietary Aide 

Jessica Little, CNA 
Emily Robinson, PM Activities Supervisor 

Kayla Paxton, RN 
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Best wishes to the following Residents 
who were discharged from Orchard Manor. 

Mrs. Virginia Leone 
Mrs. Edna Ray 

Mrs. Vienna Staub  

Old folks are worth a fortune; with silver 
in their hair, gold in their teeth, stones in 
their kidneys, lead in their feet and gas in 
their stomachs. I have become a lot more 
social with the passing years; some might 
even call me a frivolous old gal. I’m seeing 
five gentleman a day. As soon as I wake, 
Will Power helps me get up out of bed. 
Then I go to see John. Then Charley Horse 
comes along and when he is here, he takes 
a lot of my time and attention. When he 
leaves Arthur Ritis shows up and stays the 
rest of the day. He doesn’t stay in one 

����%��������%��������%��������%����� ��� place for very long, so he takes me from 
joint to joint. After such a busy day, I’m 
really tired and glad to go to bed with 
Ben Gay. What a life! 

P.S. The preacher to call the other day. 
He said that at my age I should be think-
ing about the hereafter. I told him I do—
all the time. No matter where I am, in the 
parlor, upstairs, in the kitchen or down in 
the basement, I ask myself, “Now, what 
am I here after?” 

Originally printed in Ann Landers;  
submitted by Roger Greenhow,  

son of Resident Gaby Birney. 

����������������������������������������� ���
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Orchard Manor would like to  
acknowledge family members of Residents 
and Staff who are currently serving in the 
Military. 

�  Spc. Steve Fox,* Army National  
Guard,  son of Wanda Fox, CNA 

�� Pfc. Jeremey Fry,* Army, 
cousin of Amy Bailey, CNA 

�� E4 Specialist Adam Reddinger,* Army  
Infantry, cousin of Amy Bailey, CNA 

�� Spc. Justin Robinson,* Army National  
Guard,  son of Diane Robinson,  
Administrator 

�� Spc. Jacob Sydlik and 
�� Spc. Matthew Sydlik, Army National  

Guard,  grandsons of Resident  
Norie Young 

�� Senior Airman Josh Winder and  
�� Senior Airman Matt Winder, Air Force  

Reserves, sons of Laura Knauff,  
Maintenance Helper, grandsons of  
Gloria Kaufman, Housekeeper. 

*Currently serving overseas 
If you have a family member you would 

like to recognize in the Apple Blossom, 
please call Laura Cook at 724-458-7760. 



July 2 Minnie Pearl Country Hour 

July 4 Fireworks Celebration with Johnny Oakes 

July 11 Annual Family Picnic 

July 16 Birthday Celebration with Dick Fisher 
 Summer Concert with Harrisville  
  Country Gospel 

July 23 Summer Concert with Jim Hutcheson 

July 27 Barry Spiker & Friends 

July 28 Resident Council 

July 30  Summer Concert  
 (performers to be announced) 

July 31 Banana Split Party 

For a more thorough list of activities  
and times, please see the calendar on pages 2 & 9. 
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7/9 Naomi Louise Allen 

7/12 Mary Ruth Montgomery 

7/14 Ethel Mae Allison 

7/15 Eunice Bickel 

7/20 Audrey Wilson 

7/22 Laurene McClelland 

7/30 Mary Westler 
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Margaret “Peg” Brown was born on December 7, 
1918 in Overlook, near Pittsburgh. She was one of 
three children born to John and Catherine. She and 
her brother, John, and sister, Marie, attended Por-
tersville School, where Peg graduated in 1938. She 
was a member of Keenagers of Portersville. 

On April 10, 1940, Peg married and later had 6 
children, Peggy, Henry, Cathy, Ronnie, Brian and 
Donnie.  

The family lived in Slippery Rock, where Peg 
enjoyed being a housewife for 51 years. She also 
enjoyed baking, doing crossword puzzles and  
making crafts. Peg now has 9 grandchildren and 14 
great grandchildren! 
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Dolores Martrella was born on September 2, 1929 

to parents Theresa and Dominic. She grew up in 
Boyers with her two sisters, Loretta and  
Elizabeth. The children attended Dugan School a 
little one-room schoolhouse in Boyers. 

On July 5, 1950, Dolores married Joe Humphrey. 
The couple had two sons, Joseph and Timothy. The 
family lived in Greenville while Joe worked at 
Westinghouse in Sharon. After the company closed, 
the Humphreys returned to Boyers. 

Dolores and Joe liked to travel and went to places 
like New York, Florida and Ohio. In addition to 
taking care of her family, Dolores enjoyed cooking 
and baking. 

Don’t forget to look at the pictures of our Residents of the Month! They are on the bulletin boards  
located on each wing. 

Paul was born in Oil City, PA on January 4, 
1926. His parents were Lawrence P. Moore and 
Hilda Rudy Moore. Paul was their first child. As a 
young child, his parents moved to the family farm 
located outside of Clintonville, PA. Paul has two 
brothers, Ken and Glenn, and two sisters, Joyce, 
who died as an infant and Nancy. Paul went to Coal 
Valley School, a one room school, and then to 
Clintonville High School. He had to walk to both 
of these schools. He excelled scholastically. At 
home he worked with the rest of the family on the 
farm. They did the field work using teams of 
horses. They raised cattle and sheep. Paul’s mother 
died when he was eight years old. Paul learned to 
cook at a young age as he assisted in making the 
meals for his family. His father eventually married 
Katheryn Witherup, Paul’s stepmother. 

After Paul graduated from high school, he joined 
the army and spent time being trained for combat in 
Georgia and California, where he was injured. 
Upon being honorably discharged from the Army, 
he returned home. He applied for and was accepted 
for admission to Penn State University. He actually 
went to Clarion for his first year and then to State  
College for three years. During this time he met 
Lois Mong from Wesley, PA. They fell in love and 
married on August 17, 1950. After graduation in 
June, 1951, Paul and Lois returned to purchase a 
farm adjoining the Moore family farm. Paul 
worked for the Farm Bureau delivering farm  
supplies. He did custom combining. They started 
their family. They had five children; Ellen 
McClelland (Dick), Martha Marshall (Brad), 
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David, Linda Moore (Larry Eakin) and William. 
Paul and Lois have four grandchildren; Adam,  
Autumn, David, Jr. and Harley. 

In 1963, Paul and Lois purchased the Moore 
family farm. Paul was a full time dairy farmer. It 
was a true family effort to make ends meet. In 
1969, Paul went to work for the Federal  
Agricultural Department. He was responsible for 
administering farm programs in Venango and  
Forest Counties. He sold the dairy cattle and began 
to raise beef cattle, continuing to farm as well as 
work for the government. As the children grew and 
left home, Paul and Lois were able to take some 
vacations. They loved to  fish and went on fishing 
trips to Canada and New York. They went to  
Hawaii and took a cruise/land trip to Alaska.  

Paul is a member of the Clintonville Presbyterian 
Church; of Masons (32nd Degree); the Clintonville 
Lions Club and the Scrubgrass Grange. He assisted 
with clearing the land which is now the Venango 
County 4-H fairgrounds. He has served as a 4-H 
leader. 

Paul and Lois loved each other very much. After 
he retired they rarely went anywhere without each 
other. They continued to hold hands and show  
affection and love for each other. Unfortunately, 
Lois passed away on October 5, 2005. This was a 
difficult loss for Paul. 

Paul came to Orchard Manor on February 2, 
2006. He likes activities, particularly musical 
events. He likes it when people speak to him. He 
has never lost his love of food, so he likes the  
special events that include food treats! 


