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Prompted by questions from Residents 
and families, as well as by inquiries at the 
May Resident Council Meeting, this 
month’s “Administrator’s Notes” will  
address some of the issues going on  
outside. First, “behind” Orchard Manor, at 
the northeast corner, caddy-corner to  
Sunshine Way, there has been lots of  
activity with bulldozers and dump trucks.  
The land, which is owned by the Odd  
Fellow and Rebekah Association of  
Western PA, was recently leased to Grove 
City College. The College is developing the 
area into a Sports Field. The completion of 
the Project includes planting trees along 
Orchard Manor’s border for privacy, as well 
as to maintain the rural, peaceful  
atmosphere and view of nature and  
outdoors, especially for A Wing and  
Sunshine Way. 

Another change many people have  
noticed is an extension of our Landscape 
Project, as is represented by the orange 
flags that seem to be sporadically placed in 
the grass on the west side of Orchard 
Manor, outside of B Wing, as well as in the 
areas to the north, behind the  
building. The flags are marking areas for a 
potential sidewalk that will complete the 
plan that began a few years ago in the front 
and eastern side of the building. The goal is 
for Residents and visitors to be able to walk 
around the building in its entirety without 
being hindered by grassy areas that are not 
conducive to walking or using wheelchairs, 
walkers, etc. The flags directly outside of  
B-Wing Solarium are also placed as an  
initial layout to develop an outdoor area for  
Residents, with pergolas and other  
seating areas. 

One other issue of concern is that the  
industrial window blinds, which were  
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custom made in 2003-2004, are adjusted 
often by an array of different people, and 
many are now in need of repair. Analysis 
was carried out to evaluate the possibility of 
repair and/or replacement of the blinds. 
During the process, it was concluded that it 
is not only prudent, especially with the  
recent installation of the new roof, but also 
desirable to replace the windows, which are 
over 30 years old. Our goal is to install  
windows that have blinds in between the 
panes of glass, but the blinds have to be able 
to be adjusted, as well as have the ability to 
be totally open as well as closed. The  
replacement windows must also have a  
portion of the window that has a screen and 
gives Residents the choice of being able to 
open the window for fresh air. I’m pleased 
to report that we have found a  
window that meets our standards and  
requirements! Wallace Builders has  
ordered a window that will be installed as a 
trial, and if satisfactory, we hope to 
undertake the Window Replacement Project 
in the near future.  We’ll keep you posted 
with the progress! 

Diane Robinson, NHA 
Administrator 
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James Kentz, CNA—35 years 

Bonnie Trowbridge, CNA—18 years 

Ruth Ann Ferringer, Cook’s Helper 
 —17 years 

Tina Sterner, LPN—16 years 

Bea Bonzer, LPN—13 years 

Judy Boyd, Controller—13 years 

Jim Pittock, RN—11 years 

Donna Roberts, Dietary Manager—10 years 

Kelly Hulings, LPN,  
 Restorative Coordinator—6 years 

Deb Houghtaling, LPN—5 years 

Bev Ozga, LPNAC—4 years 

Linda Chisholm, LPN—2 years 

Terra Wiles, CNA—2 years 

Shari Mazon, CNA—1 year 
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Cheryl Adams has been with Orchard Manor 
for 6-1/2 years. She began in the Dietary  
Department before transferring to the  
Housekeeping Department. She enjoys interacting 
with the Residents. 

Cheryl grew up in Grove City and attended 
G.C. High School. She also went to Mercer 
County Vo-tech where she received a diploma in 
Warehousing and Inventory Management. 

One of three children, Cheryl has two brothers, 
Bob and Scott. She also has a daughter, Robin. 

In her spare time, Cheryl likes to go for walks, 
ride bicycles and go camping. She also likes to 
visit her parents, swim and go shopping. 
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This year a number of Residents will be going on fishing trips. 
We will be providing the transportation and we have  fishing 
poles and bait. We are again looking for volunteers to join us 
in helping our Residents enjoy a day at the pond. The trips will 
be on Friday mornings for about 2-1/2 hours, weather  
permitting. We will be making a few trips this season, so  
hopefully anyone who would like to go will be able to attend. 
If you are interested in fishing, please stop by the Activity  
Department to sign up. 
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I have a book on one of my book-
shelves at home that I bought several years 
ago at a yard sale.  I have not yet had time 
to read it, but I have glanced through it 
every now and again, and have read a  
snippet here and a snippet there.  

The reason I bought the book had  
nothing whatsoever to do with my having 
spare time on my hands to read it, for I 
have none -- there is something jammed 
into every minute of my day.  Nor did its 
purchase have anything to do with needing 
something more to read, after all I am still 
going to school at 50 years old, and have 
lots of books yet to read before I finish.  
Rather, it was the book’s title that was so 
appealing to me that I couldn’t pass up the 
chance to spend that $2.    “Life Was  
Simpler Then”.    That title intrigued me 
then, it intrigues me even more now, for 
with each passing year my life seems to get 
increasingly complicated!  As I think of all 
of the demands on my time and energy, I 
long for simpler times.  Maybe you do too. 

My Mom recently sent me a picture that 
reminded me of simpler times.  A copy of it 
is below. I’m the second child on the left.  
My sister is the blonde next to me, my 
older brother is on the far right, with  
another brother in front of him, and one in 
front of me, who is very hard to see in the 
shadows. The rest of the kids are  
cousins.  We would go to my great aunt Ida 

and great uncle Clayton’s house once a 
summer about two hours from home.  
We’d get up early and get the milking 
done, do all the necessary things to get us 
by for being away for the day, we’d hop in 
the car and off we would go.  We’d have a 
little family reunion there with all the  
family on my Mom’s side.  I don’t  
remember “doing” a bunch of stuff, none 
of us had any money to “do” with, but we 
had fun and we were together – we ate 
well, looked at pictures from the old  
shoebox, reminisced about the good ole’ 
days, picked berries on the back hillside, 
toured Aunt Ida’s flower beds, and took 
home “slips” of this flower or that bush to 
get started in our own flower beds, and 
then we’d load up in the car again and head 
for home, getting there just in time to do 
the night milking and call it a day.  We fell 
into bed that night, tired and exhausted, but 
recalling what a good day it had been. 

I think of it now, and though a part of 
me longs for the simplicity of those days 
gone by, our lives were anything but  
simple.  There were cows to take care of, 
over 150 of them, hay to put up, corn to 
plant and harvest, a house to keep, most 
days 8 to 10 mouths to feed three times a 
day, a garden to keep up, canning to do, 
woodwork to wash, and mountains of  
laundry too.  And somehow, my Mom 
mopped the floor and made homemade 
bread every day, plus she made freezer 
strawberry jam, shelled peas, snapped 

beans, canned applesauce 
and pickles too, and taught 
my sister and me to cook 
and to bake, and to darn 
socks, and to sew, and 
much, much more.  Even 
with all of that, we  
somehow had time to make 
it to Sunday School and 
Church, Bible Club, Choir, 
and summer camp too. 
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Everyone at Orchard Manor extends our 
heartfelt thoughts and prayers to the  
family and friends of the following  
Resident who recently passed away. 

Father’s Day is a special day of the year  to 
honor the men that have made a  
difference in our lives. Orchard Manor is 
celebrating with a Pie Social on Sunday, 
June 21st. The Social is from 1:30 pm to 
2:30 pm in the Great Room. Come and  
enjoy this time with your Father,  
Grandfather, Uncle or Friend. 

It’s time to make plans for Orchard 
Manor’s 18th Annual Family Picnic! 
Family members and friends are invited 
to participate in this special afternoon of 
food, music, fun and fellowship. The date 
for this event is Saturday, July 11th. The 
picnic will begin at 11:30 a.m., with the 
meal being served at noon. We will be 
serving hot dogs, hamburgers, chicken, 
baked beans, macaroni & potato salads, 
coleslaw, corn, green beans, fruit salad 
and beverages. We invite families  
attending the picnic to bring their favorite  
dessert, Jell-o salad or fruit salad. Look 
for more information coming in the near 
future.  

Memories of You 

You will be remembered 
When the flowers bloom in spring 
In the summertime remembered 
In the fun that summer brings 

You will be remembered 
When fall brings leaves of gold 
In the wintertime, remembered 

In the stories that are told 

You will be remembered 
Each day right from the start 

For the memories we once shared 
Forever live within my heart. 

-Judith Bulock Morse 
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As I think about it, living life and  
making a living were no simpler then than 
they are now, they were just different.  The 
fact is life and living have never been easy; 
however, it seems to me we took time for 
pleasure in the simpler things.  

The simple satisfaction of doing all we 
could for the good of the whole, of  
working together to survive together, of 
family helping family, of neighbor helping 
neighbor.  And at the end of the day, we 
went to bed tired and exhausted, but  
recalling what a good day it had been. 

If there ever was a time when we 
should really put forth the effort to plan for 
the simpler things, I believe it is now.  I’m 
convinced we can do it, and more  
importantly, that we should do it.  We 
don’t need to go on big trips or excursions, 
nor do we need to spend a bunch of money 
we don’t have, we just need to spend time 
together and enjoy what God has given us 
in one another!   

Good days can once again belong to us 
all, and we have all of the simple  
ingredients for it to be:  good family and 
friends, good food, good conversation, and 
perhaps an old shoebox of pictures.   All 
we need to buy is the food, the rest of it is 
free.  And at the end of the day, we too can 
go to bed tired and exhausted, but recalling 
what a good day it has been! 
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When a panel of doctors were asked to vote 
on adding a new wing to their hospital, the 
Allergists voted to scratch it and the  
Dermatologists advised no rash moves. The 
Gastroenterologists had a gut feeling about 
it, but the Neurologists thought the  
administration had a lot of nerve, and the 
Obstetricians stated they were all laboring 
under a misconception. The Ophthalmolo-
gists considered the idea shortsighted; the 
Pathologists yelled, "Over my dead body!", 
while the Pediatricians  said, "Grow up!" 
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Best wishes to the following Residents who 
were discharged from Orchard Manor. 

The Psychiatrists thought the idea was 
pure madness; the Surgeons decided to 
wash their hands of the whole thing, and 
the Radiologists could see right through 
it! The Internists thought it was a bitter 
pill to swallow butthe Plastic Surgeons 
said, "This puts a whole new face on the 
matter." The Podiatrists thought it was a 
step forward, but the Urologists felt the 
scheme wouldn't hold water. The  
Anesthesiologists thought the whole idea 
was a gas, and the Cardiologists didn't 
have the heart to say no. 
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Orchard Manor would like to  
acknowledge family members of Residents 
and Staff who are currently serving in the 
Military. 

Pfc. Jeremey Fry,* Army, 
cousin of Amy Bailey, CNA 

E4 Specialist Adam Reddinger,* Army  
Infantry, cousin of Amy Bailey, CNA 

Spc. Justin Robinson,* Army National  
Guard,  son of Diane Robinson,  
Administrator 

Senior Airman Josh Winder and  
Senior Airman Matt Winder, Air Force  
Reserves, sons of Laura Knauff,  
Maintenance Helper, grandsons of  
Gloria Kaufman, Housekeeper. 

*Currently serving overseas 

If you have a family member you would 
like to recognize in the Apple Blossom, 
please call Laura Cook at 724-458-7760. 
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The monthly CAREgiver’s Support group 
will be held on Wednesday, June 17th at 
10:30 in the Front Solarium. EMS Chief 
Doug Dick, EMT-P of Superior  
Ambulance will be the guest speaker. If 
you have any questions, please contact 
Mary Jo Palmer at 724-458-4456. 

Bobbi Hartsock, CNA 
Crissy Hartsock, CNA 
Robert Sellers, LPN 

Lynn Parsons, CNA 
Kari Jordan, CNA 
Sally Cox, LPN 

Mrs. Barbara Heasley 
Mr. Robert Flowers  

Mrs. Jean Walter 
Mrs. Stella Tennyson 
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Congratulations to the following who have 
completed the training and are now CNAs!  

Sam Uber 
Ryan Brain 

Lynn Parsons 
Kari Jordan 

Mrs. Mildred Maxine Myers, 5/13 
Mrs. Nancy Indre, 5/14 

Mrs. Monna Stewart, 5/15 
Mr. Charles Gardner, 5/15 

Mrs. Edna Turner, 5/16 
Mrs. Stella Tennyson, 5/20 



June 4 Birthday Celebration with Johnny Oakes 
 Bible Study 

June 11 Strawberry Sundaes Party 

June 12 Fishing Trip 

June 18 Dick Fisher & Friends 

June 21 Father’s Day Pie Social with Don Jasper 

June 26 Fishing Trip 
 Ceramics with Clarinda 

June 29 Barry Spiker & Friends 

 

July 11 Annual Picnic 

For a more thorough list of activities  
and times, please see the calendar on pages 2 & 9. 
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Margaret “Peg” Elliott was born on May 30, 
1935 in Worth Township, Slippery Rock. Her  
parents, Charles and Florence Elliott, had three 
children, Peg, Bill and Joanne. The family lived on 
a farm with milking cows and chickens. During 
the haying season, Peg would help drive the  
tractor. Her father would put it in gear because she 
couldn’t reach the pedals, then she would steer 
around the fields. 

Peg attended Wolf Creek Country School and 
graduated from Slippery Rock in 1953. On  
November 17, 1964, she married George  
Weber. The couple lived in Grove City while their 
house was being built in London. Peg worked for 
dentist Dr. Schmidt for 23 years and babysat. 

In her spare time, Peg is enjoys genealogy and 
keeps extensive records of her relatives, the  
Weber’s, Elliott’s, Nelson’s and Jervis’s. She is a 
great fan of raisin-filled cookies! 

Don’t forget to look at pictures of our Residents of the Month on the bulletin boards located on each wing! 
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Michael Yalch was born on Second Avenue in 
Pittsburgh November 3, 1926. He attended the 
Pittsburgh public schools. Later he took night 
classes at the Carnegie Institute of Technology 
studying Electrical and Physical Engineering. 

Michael worked as a bartender at Magey’s Bar 
for 30 years, putting in 18-hour days. He says he’s 
heard a lot of stories over the years and his  
favorite beer is Pabst Blue Ribbon. 

Michael met the love of his life, Louise in  
Harmarville during WWII. Both he and Louise 
served in the Army. During his service,  
Michael marched across France under General 
George S. Patton. He also spent a time in  
Germany and England. Ike Eisenhower was  
another of his commanding officers. While on 
tour, he heard many bombs being dropped. His 
wife, Louise helped design those bombs. 

Mike and Louise spent a lot of time  
camping at Cook’s Forrest. One time two bears 
chased them out of their camp! The couple  
enjoyed studying birds and insects. Mike was a fan 
of Buicks, while Louise preferred Fords. 

In days past, Mike played soccer and was on a 
baseball team at the age of 16. He has been a  
Pittsburgh Pirates fan forever. His favorite pitcher 
was Smoky Joe Williams. 

Lucy Bernadine DeMatteis was born August 
27, 1921 in Boyers, PA to Sabatino and Gertude 
DeMatteis. She was one of twelve children, six 
boys and six girls. 

In 1940, Lucy married David Nelson McCarl 
and had four sons. Lucy loves working with flow-
ers and worked at a greenhouse in Eau Claire, PA. 
Her husband, David, passed away in 1970 due to a 
car accident.  

Lucy went to work at Slippery Rock College 
and then for Thompson’s Market in West Sunbury 
and Boyers. Church was a big part of her life and 
she became a Eucharistic Minister for Epiphany 
Catholic Church in Boyers. Lucy also loved to 
cook and made the best meatballs and roast beef!  

One of Lucy’s sons lived in Washington, D.C., 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Brazil and Florida. An-
other son lived in Avon Lake, OH, Tulsa, OK and 
Lenexa, KS. Lucy was very busy traveling to all 
these places! Two of her sons have lived in Butler 
County and a third has returned from Kansas. 

Lucy has 15 grandchildren, with whom she 
was very close, and several great-grandchildren. 
She also has many nieces and nephews. She is the 
last living sibling of six brothers and five  
sisters. 
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Please help Orchard Manor in raising money to 
support the Alzheimer’s Association Walk which 
will be held Saturday, September 12, 2009. 

You can purchase a Forget-Me-Not Flower in 
the Social Services office for a $1.00 donation. 
Flowers will be posted throughout the building. 

Thank you in advance for your time and  
generosity! 
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