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By now, just as you think you can’t take 
another dreary, cold day of winter, I’m 
sure you have seen some small sign of 
spring!  It really is staying lighter a little 
longer!  Even though it may have rained, 
there have been a couple of days when the 
snow melted and pale green grass  
appeared!  The temperatures have begun to 
fluctuate greatly, even in a 24-hour period, 
and hopefully it won’t be long until the 
fluctuations grow smaller and our days 
warmer!  March is the month where 
“anything goes” with the weather, but we 
remind ourselves that April will bring  
sunshine, spring flowers and that breath of 
warm, fresh air that we all long for.  Well, 
and maybe a few April showers too! 

In the meantime, we’re “plugging along” 
at Orchard Manor.  The Nursing  
Department has recently hired four  
Licensed Practical Nurses, and we’ve  
finally worked out a plan with the  
Vo-Tech to train any interested, current 
non-nursing staff to become Certified 
Nurses Aides.  We’re also interviewing 
potential candidates to hire as CNA’s once 
they have completed the training course.  
In addition to increasing staff, we are  
continuing our efforts to truly address 
Resident needs through various aspects of 
care, with increased attention to individual 
needs.  Social Services worked hard to 
develop a new program for employees  
during their Annual Inservice Day.  The 
program is Resident centered, with focus 
on Resident Rights and care issues.  Social 
Services are also taking on a more active, 
Resident advocate role.  Activities have a 
number of special happenings in March,  
including “theme weeks”, as you will 
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 notice on the monthly calendar.  In  
addition, there will be more staff and 
stimulating activities on Sunshine Way, 
especially during the late afternoon/
evening hours.  Dietary has been  
carrying out its Chef Stage Center  
Program, with special dinners and  
made-to-order breakfasts throughout the 
Home on various Units, as well as in the 
main Dining Room.  Upcoming plans  
include establishing the Satellite Dining 
Program, which involves serving meals on 
the Units in the manner in which meals are 
served in the main Dining Room versus 
the current “tray” system.  The  
Maintenance Department is installing 
new closet door guides in all Resident 
Rooms, and has established a schedule to 
paint Resident Rooms.  A number of 
rooms have been completed.   
Housekeeping follows Maintenance, and 
strips and waxes the floors to  
complete the update.  The Housekeeping 
Department will also be “spring  
cleaning” the solariums on each Unit  
during March and April. 

Yes, one more month and we’ll all be 
glad to switch into warm weather mode, as 
every Department shifts gears to take  
Residents outside, begin mowing and 
watching the greenery and flowers come 
back to life, switch to the summer menu 
and plan a few cookouts, etc.  Hang on, 
everyone…we’re almost there! Monica 
Gilson, stop in my office for a little  
surprise! 

 
Diane Robinson, NHA 
Administrator 



�

��������

��������

��������

�������� ���

�	��������������
��	��������������
��	��������������
��	��������������
�� ���
��
������
���������
������
���������
������
���������
������
�������� ���

����������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
���������

��������������� ���
�

Barb Blackson, Laundry Aide—31 years 

Pat Acheson, Dietary Aide—17 years 

Gerri Hodge, Dietary Aide—5 years 

Jade Hilliard, Dietary Aide—2 years 

Barb Riddle, LPN—2 years 

Ray Rodemoyer, LPN—2 years 

Fred Shields, RN—1 year 
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Tina Sterner has been with Orchard 
Manor for fifteen years. Her first twelve 
years were as a CNA. Three years ago, she 
became an LPN. 

Tina enjoys talking with the Residents 
and  watching them improve and  
eventually be able to go home. 

Tina has lived in the area all her life and 
has been married to husband Bradley for 
22 years. They have four children, Jessica, 
Justin, Becky and Joey. Her daughter,  
Jessica and her husband are also LPNs. 

In her spare time, Tina likes to spend 
time with her family and rides  
four-wheelers. 

The monthly CAREgiver’s Support group 
will be held on Wednesday, March 18th at 
10:30 in the Front Solarium. If you have 
any questions, please contact Mary Jo 
Palmer at 724-458-4456 
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Special thanks to Pat Hassler, “The Music Man” for  
volunteering his time to play music for our Residents in 
both Sunshine Way and the Nursing Home twice a month. 

A reminder to all members of the Order 
that the Annual Meeting is on Saturday, 
April 25th at Orchard Manor.  We look  
forward to seeing everyone! 
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My first thought of March is a 
flashback of 55 years (give or take a 
few). March was the time when we 
would buy kites for a dime, pick up a roll 
of string, tie a few pieces of cloth  
together and then go to our favorite field 
to fly kites for hours at a time. We 
thought we were soaring with the eagles! 
If we lost a kite, it only cost a dime to get 
another. What a life. 

But March also includes other interest-
ing days. On Saturday, March 8, don’t 
forget to ‘spring’ forward and turn the 
clocks ahead one hour. The second week 
of March was called the “Ides of March” 
by the Romans. And of course everyone 
is Irish on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17th. 
And then the big event! On March 20 we 
welcome the first day of spring. The sun 
will pass over the equator and day and 
night will be the same length of time. 

A point of interest for the month of 
March this year is that the whole month 
will be included in the Lenten Season. 
Ash Wednesday, February 25th, was the  
official beginning of Lent and 46 days 
later, on Saturday, April 11th, Lent will 
end. But wait! Lent is 40 days long so 
why do we end up with 46 days? 

As my Catholic friends explained it to 
me as we were flying kites, Sundays are 
not counted as days of fasting because  
historically days of fasting were  
inappropriate for the day of resurrection. 
So why did the early church come to use 
the number 40? Probably because Jesus 
was tempted for 40 days by Satan in the 
wilderness before he began his ministry. 
Therefore, Lent became a season of 40 

days that was marked as a time of  
preparation for the coming of Easter. The 
early church used Lent as a time to  
prepare new Christians to be received as 
church members through Baptisms early 
Easter Sunday morning. 

Over the years Lent has evolved into a 
time that uses the three disciplines of 
faith. We use the fasting, abstinence and 
giving as a means by which we can  
connect the spiritual with the physical. 
Fasting and abstinence give us the  
opportunity to skip a meal once a week 
or refrain from certain foods so we can 
spend more time to be spiritually  
renewed by prayer or meditation.  
Abstinence is a discipline that enables us 
to break old habits or lifestyles that might 
hinder our walk of faith. Giving  
something extra during Lent—to your 
church, charity or service organization 
opens up for us a way to help those 
around us. A suggestion that would tie 
these three experiences together would be 
to fast or abstain from meals or certain 
foods and then give a sum of money 
equal to what you would have spent on 
your meals. 

In Romans 3:23, Paul wrote these 
words; “For all have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God.” But even 
though we have all fallen because of our 
sins Easter Sunday tells us that we shall 
be lifted up to heaven one day, because 
Christ was lifted up for us on the cross. 

Grace and Peace, 
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Everyone at Orchard Manor extends 
our heartfelt thoughts and prayers to 
the family and friends of the  
following Residents who recently 
passed away. 

Mrs. Jane Butler, 2/2 
Mr. Robert Stillwagon, 2/3 

Mrs. Estella Knauff, 2/5 
Mr. Victor “Carl” Gildersleeve, 2/18 

 

When tomorrow starts  
without me,  

try to understand,  
an angel came 

and called my name, 
then took me by the hand. 
 

-Unknown 

John (Jack) Tinnerman is the son of Steve 
and Alverta Tinnerman. Born in Pittsburgh, 
he later moved to Butler and then met and 
married his lifelong companion, Mary Helen 
Shaffer. All through his younger years, John 
liked to be called Jack, but as he got older, he 
referred to himself as “Big Bad John.” 

John and Mary had two children, a son, 
Larry, and a daughter, Diane. His son is a 
Doctor of Education living in the state of 
Indiana and his daughter is now a retired 
homemaker who lives in Butler with her  
husband, Dan. John has one granddaughter, 
Karen, one great-granddaughter, Ashley, and 
a great-grandson, Brayden, is due to arrive 
late March 2009. 

John enlisted in the Navy after graduating 
from high school. He can tell you many  
stories about his Navy life. 

John worked at Armco in Butler for nearly 
ten years in the production office. He was 
directly involved in negotiating the first ever 
100% benefit package for employees. He 
later went to work for Pullman Standard as a 
stencil cutter for the railroad cars, which is 
where he retired from. 

John and his wife had enjoyed doing many 
things in their lives, but most of all they  
enjoyed ballroom dancing, bowling and  
playing cards. Dad was always the best father 
anyone could ask for. He was always there 
for his children. No matter what tragedy was 
taking place, he could always make you  
forget your troubles by making you laugh.  

John is a great cartoonist. He could look at 
someone and draw the most fantastic  
cartoons. To this day, Butler Hospital still 
has cartoons posted on the wall of the nurses 
who cared for Dad while he was recovering 
from gall bladder surgery. 

In 2000, John’s only granddaughter was  
getting married and she asked him to walk 
her down the aisle for the wedding. With 
much pride, he accepted. John had the time 
of his life at the wedding. It was shortly after 
the wedding that he suffered a severe stroke. 
But the memories remained for John. 

John’s wife passed away in 1988 and his 
daughter was blessed to have the opportunity 
of having her Dad live with her until 2008 
when John moved into Orchard Manor. 

In 2004, John was again called on to  
perform a duty. His only daughter was  
getting married, and since she never had a 
real wedding, John was asked to walk her 
down the aisle. He worked very hard to be 
able to walk his daughter down the aisle 
without his walker. Once again he achieved 
his goal, overcame huge obstacles and was 
able to fulfill a lifelong dream of walking his 
daughter down the aisle. 

John’s Motto for life: It’s all about making 
memories. Memories are yours forever!” 

Thanks for all the wonderful memories, 
Dad, and congratulations on being Resident 
of the Month!!! We have always been and 
continue to be so very proud of you. You are 
an amazing father, grandfather and  
great-grandfather!!!! 

Love, 
Your Family 
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Mrs. Iva Stickel, 2/5 

Mr. Herschel Blose, 2/13 
Mrs. Jean Walter, 2/19 

Mrs. Joyce Jamison, 2/19 
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Andrew Roberts, Housekeeper 

Cindy Mazon, Dietary Aide 
Michelle Blauser, CNA 
Stephanie Deitsch, LPN 

Jim Baker, LPN 
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Best wishes to the following Residents who 
were discharged from Orchard Manor. 

Mrs. Evelyn Hunter, 2/17 
Mrs. Joyce Jamison, 2/20 

 

Three buddies died in a car crash. In 
Heaven, St. Peter asked each one 
what he’d like to hear his friends and 
family say when they passed by his 
casket at the wake. 
“I’d like to hear them say I was a 

great family man,” said the first. 
“I’d like to hear them say what a  

wonderful father and teacher I was,” 
said the second. 
The last guy replied, “I’d like to hear 

them say, “Hey, look! He’s moving!” 

-Flo and Carl Johnson, Baldwin, CA 

I’ve done it, I’ve done it. 
Guess what I’ve done... 
I invented a light  
that plugs into the sun. 
The sun is bright enough,  
The bulb is strong enough, 
But the only thing wrong 
is the cord is not long enough. 

-Trevor Snow, age 8 
Son of Deanna McGee,  

Physical Therapist Assistant 
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Orchard Manor is holding a coloring contest 
for children ages 3-10. Prizes will be 
awarded for the best picture in each age 
group. We have grouped together children 
ages 3-5, 6-8 and 9-10. All entries must be 
returned to the Activity Department by April 
6th. We will announce the winners on 
Wednesday, April 8th. Coloring sheets will 
be available March 13th in the Hobby Room. 
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The JBM Clothing Company will be setting 
up shop on Friday, March 6th in the Great 
Room of Orchard Manor. Each spring the 
company arrives with an abundance of spring 
and summer attire to meet the needs of our 
Residents, Staff and Family Members. It is a 
convenient way to shop for both yourself and 
your Family Member at Orchard Manor. The 
company has a large selection of styles for 
both men and women, including designs with 
snaps in the back to make it easier to put on 
and take off. If you are unable to make it in 
on the 28th, the Activity Department will be 
happy to assist the Residents with their  
shopping for the day. 
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The Activity Department will be holding a 
fundraiser on St. Patrick’s Day, Tuesday, 
March 17th in the Hobby Room. Erma 
McKnight will be selling ham and cabbage 
soup and a dessert for a donation. The cafe 
opens at 11:00 am and will be open until we 
are sold out. Thanks again for your continued 
support! 



Mar 5 March Birthday Celebration with Tom Langhel 

Mar 12 Minnie Pearl Just Country Hour 

Mar 13 Ceramics with Clarinda 

Mar 16 Craft Hour 

Mar 17 Shamrock Café 
 Shamrock Shindig with Chuck Thorp 

Mar 19 Outing to Kraynak’s Easterland 

Mar 21 Clowns for Christ perform 
 Flower arranging 

Mar 23 Barry Spiker & Friends 

Mar 26 The “Storyteller” Bill VanHorn 

Mar 29 FFNCS Tea Party 

Mar 30 Music with Stephanie 

For a more thorough list of activities  
and times, please see the calendar on pages 2 & 9. 
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3/4 Delores “Dee” Alessio 
3/6 Wilma Hall 
3/6 Jessye Miller 
3/6 Shirley Tinkey 
3/8 Dorothy Mazza 
3/9 Mary Dankovich 
3/20 Lillie “Mae” Johnson 
3/21 Rose Bishop 
3/23 Lois Heister 
3/25 Mary Weitzel 
3/26 Joyce Fellner 
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Helen Mae Kellerman was born May 22, 
1916 in Clinton Township, PA to parents 
Layton and Cora Hovis. She grew up with 
her brother, Paul, and sisters, Hazel and 
Betty, in Venango County about seven miles 
north of Kennerdell. Helen and her siblings 
attended Kennerdell Common School and 
Clintonville High School where she  
graduated in 1935. 

On July 30, 1935, Helen married Ray  
Kellerman. The couple had five boys,  
William, Ronald, Robert, Leonard and Daryl, 
and two girls Connie and Beverly. 

Helen worked as a homemaker until the  
children were all in school. Then she worked 
cleaning houses until she was 62. 

In her spare time, Helen enjoyed quilting. 
She has made two quilts for each of her  
children. Another favorite past-time was  
tending her flower garden. Her favorite  
flowers are pansies. She also baked a lot of 
bread and cookies over the years! 

Helen and Ray traveled with their son, Ron, 
to California, New York, Florida and  
Oklahoma. She now has 19 grandchildren. 
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Don’t forget to look at the pictures of our Residents of the Month! They are on the bulletin boards  
located on each wing. 

Dolores was born in Butler County,  
October 22, 1928. She was the daughter of 
Harold and Mary Klever. Dolores grew up in 
West Sunbury, PA and has two brothers, Ron 
and Kirby. 

Dolores was a 1946 graduate of Concord  
Township High School at Hooker, PA and  a 
1947 graduate of Butler Business College. 

On October 29, 1949, Dolores married 
Donald “Gene” Kiser. The couple moved to 
Grove City and bought a house on Sunset 
Avenue. The couple had five children, Terry, 
Gail, Larry, Gary and Ronda. Gene passed 
away on September 28, 1978. 

Dolores retired from the Grove City Area 
Middle School where she had been a  
secretary in the Guidance Office for 23 years. 
She had formerly worked at the Loyal 
Christie Insurance Agency. 

In addition to her five children, Dolores 
now has eleven grandchildren. She also has 
one step-son and two step-grandchildren. 

Dolores is a member of Holy Trinity 
Church where she was a former Sunday 
School teacher and officer in the Women of 
the Church. She is also a former member of 
the Library Bridge Group and the Pine Grove 
Line Dancers. 
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John Burdette Thornbury was born in  

Clintonville, PA on August 26, 1922. His 
parents, James and Esther, had two other 
children, Lewis and Betty. 

John graduated from Clintonville High 
School in 1940. After graduation, he helped 
his dad with hauling heavy equipment for a 
water well drilling and coal and limestone 
testing company. He enlisted in the U.S. 
Army and served in WWII. He was  
honorably discharged with a good conduct 
medal and the European African Middle 
Eastern Service medal with 5 bronze stars. 

When he returned home, John married Jean 
Mahood in 1945. They had four children, 
Tammy, Veda, John, Jr. and Pat(Rick). John 
did many different things while employed in 
the stripmines; he ran the dragline, drove a 
bulldozer and did all different kinds of  
maintenance—a true Jack-of-all-Trades. 

John and his brother, Lew, had an airplane 
and liked to fly. They had to give it up  
because it became too expensive. John also 
enjoyed racing cars. He had one called the 
B.J. Special. 

After retiring from the mines, John  
definitely didn’t retire from work! He loved 
to help people clean up their junk and earn a 
little extra cash, too. 

After the passing of his first wife from  
cancer, John met and married Sandy Felix on 
July 8, 1989. The couple have one child  
together, Andrew. 

John has seven grandchildren and ten  
great-grandchildren! He also enjoys reading, 
traveling and spending time with his family. 


