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We have been working with Residents and 
Families to make every day better for our 
Residents. One of the changes is that  
Department Heads and Auxiliary Nurses are 
working more weekends and “off” shifts.  
Because much of my attention goes to  
concerns and “fixing problems”, sometimes  
I wonder where we stand. Working on  
different shifts and different Units  
reminded me why the people who work at 
Orchard Manor chose to do so. The caring 
was evident. 

I watched CNAs, LPNs and RNs  
lovingly and patiently help Residents with 
meals; I witnessed Residents give a nurse 
who they hadn’t seen for awhile a big hug 
and tell her they had missed her; I came upon 
a meeting with Dietary Staff, Social Services 
and the Purchasing Manager who were all 
concerned about a Resident getting her food 
preference; I walked into a room where one 
CNA was asking another CNA  to run back to 
her locker to get the gift she had picked up 
for a Resident; I know that Secretaries help 
Residents go outside and have the “regulars” 
they visit with every day; There are  
Housekeepers who know just when a  
Resident needs a push in their wheelchair to 
the Dining Room and Dietary Aides who take 
the time to help Residents back to their rooms 
or over to Therapy where Residents laugh and 
visit with the Therapists; I see the  
Maintenance Workers make their rounds,  
always stopping to say hello, shake hands 
with Residents and fix clocks and TV  
remotes; Activity Aides bring in specially 
requested books and crafts, and gladly accept 
help and company as they decorate a Bulletin 
Board or set up for an activity; Department 
Heads and Administrative Staff answer call 
bells, always willing to get someone a cup of 
coffee or ice cream, or simply relay a  
message to the Nurses. The list goes on.  
“God Works in Mysterious Ways”, I tell  
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myself.  While there are concerns and things 
to “fix”, there is love and compassion at  
Orchard Manor. This is not to take away from 
the ways we want to make every day better for 
our Residents, but I gained confirmation that  
caring goes on every minute of every day. 

Then, a few weeks ago, Mrs. Ayers came 
to visit her husband, Bob, on Sunshine Way. 
She had written a poem on beautiful cards that 
she took the time to pass out. Sadly, Mr. Ayers 
passed away on September 17th. With Mrs. 
Ayers’ permission, I am printing her poem. I 
speak for all the staff when I say “thank you” 
to Mrs. Ayers and to all the Residents and 
Families who let us know that they recognize 
the love at Orchard Manor and that we really 
do care. The poem uplifted us and we all 
agreed, many of us through our tears, that it 
could not be more appreciated. God Works in 
Mysterious Ways! 

Sunshine Way, So much to say  
A staff so busy, Sometimes in a tizzy. 

Only because they care so much,  
Carefully dressing to go to lunch, 

Morning exercises and fun word games, 
Keep them alert and remembering names. 

When someone gets sick, they really care  
Priorities to health and comfort are there. 

Working with doctors make that clear,  
Giving families less to fear. 

Humor is found in many places,  
All is not serious as seen on their faces. 

Staff and Residents all alike,  
Making each day somewhat light. 

Decorations for holidays and pictures are 
hung, While old melodies are played and sung. 

Brighter and lighter on Sunshine Way,  
All making for a much better day. 

Each of you care in a special way,  
A great working rapport can be seen each day.   
Families appreciate you to no end,  
And God will reward you in the end. 

-Sue Ayers 
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Linda Garner, Receptionist—40 years 

Millie Johnston, LPN—38 years 

Dora Miller, CNA—16 years 

Scott Anderson,  
 Maintenance Supervisor—14 years 

Becky Snow, LPN—13 years 

Lynda Jenkins, CNA—5 years 

Verlynda Moyers,  
 Business Office Clerk—5 years 

Barb Robinson, CNA—3 years 

Adah Glenn, CNA—2 years 
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Sandra “Sandy” Quinn, RN, has been with  
Orchard Manor for 25 years. She previously 
had worked as a Floor Nurse and Unit  
Manager for B-wing. 
Sandy was born in Brookville, PA where her 
grandparents had a farm. She grew up in  
Kittaning with her sister Marsha, who is ten 
years younger. Growing up, Sandy’s family 
was very active in the church and continues 
to be today. One of Sandy’s favorite  
childhood memories is helping her  
grandmother dig potatoes, snap beans, shell 
peas and feed the chickens. 
Later, Sandy attended Nursing School  in  
Natrona Heights at Allegheny Valley  
Hospital and had affiliate training at  
Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh, Mayview 
State Hospital and Rehab in Cleveland.  

Sandy was married for 23 years and has two 
children, Wendy and Ryan. She is also the 
proud grandmother of two, Austin,14, and 
Ashleigh, 4, who keep her very busy! 
In her spare time, Sandy loves to read, go on 
picnics, hikes, yard sale-ing and to craft 
shows. She also spends time with her cousin, 
Donna, in Erie. Sandy has a yellow tabby cat 
named Tazzie who has been with her for 17 
years, she says, “We are two old girls, set in 
our ways!” 
Sandy still owns a rotary dial phone, but has 
been brought into the 21st century by buying 
her first computer with the help of her son. 
Twenty-five years ago, Sandy was applying 
for a job at the hospital,  got lost and stopped 
in at Orchard Manor for directions. When it 
was discovered that she was a nurse, she was 
asked to fill out an application. Diane  
Robinson gave her a tour. She was  
interviewed by Louise Hulbert, DON and a 
few days later was offered a position. 
Sandy enjoys the moments when she is able 
to be one-on-one with a Resident and make a 
difference in each other’s lives. 
Sandy’s favorite all-time memory is the 
night she gave her heart to Jesus. Right now, 
she is living her life one day at a time. Even 
though retirement is just a few years away, 
she doesn’t have any set plans, her future is 
in God’s hands. 
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Most of us, on hearing of the coming of 
Hurricane Ike to the Texas coast, felt  
something.  Memories of the vivid pictures 
of the aftermath of Katrina couldn’t help 
but come to the forefront of our thoughts.  
With the knowledge of what Katrina had 
done, we watched with concern, concern 
that stemmed from what we learned can 
happen when a hurricane of that magnitude 
impacts a highly-populated area.   

Although Ike’s magnitude was not as 
large as Katrina, its size and impact was 
huge!   As I recall, we got some rain out of 
Katrina.  But who would have ever thought 
that here in Pennsylvania, so far away from 
Texas, Ike would cause as much  
devastation as it did.   Where I live, in 
Rockland, the firemen told us that the 
winds were clocked at 69 m.p.h. sustained.  
All I know is that it was just “howling” out 
there, and kept on “howling”, hour upon 
hour.  And, in the morning, we witnessed 
the aftermath - the damage was incredible.  
I was on vacation, so didn’t go out for 
many days.  Mostly we just cleaned up.  It 
took us five days, all day every day, to 

clean up the limbs and branches, the 
leaves, the six downed trees, and all around 
us in the distance, we heard chain saws  
doing the same. 

The end result, well things are back in 
order at the “farm”, we have had a good 
week of vacation after the clean-up.  But 
mostly, we have greater wisdom than we 
had before Ike.  

Solomon, in the Book of Proverbs, says 
that wisdom comes from understanding.  
He was right.  We can learn about hurri-
canes, we can even empathize with those 
affected by them.  But it is only through 
experiencing a hurricane for ourselves, 
even on a much-smaller scale than others 
might, that gives us the understanding we 
need to be wiser when we are warned that 
another one is coming! 

I think that next time I’ll take down my 
hanging plants from the porch so they 
don’t come down on their own.   
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Everyone at Orchard Manor extends our heartfelt thoughts and prayers to the  
family and friends of the following Residents who recently passed away. 

To live in hearts we leave behind   
is not to die. 

 
~Thomas Campbell 
"Hallowed Ground" 

Mr. Edward Bowden, 9/4 
Mr. Dean Kraft, 9/13 

Mr. Robert Ayers, 9/17 
Mrs. June Albert, 9/21 
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For the past several years, 
the Activity Department has 
offered an evening of Trick 
or Treat for children and grandchildren of the 
Residents and Staff at Orchard Manor for 
Halloween. The Residents serve as hosts for 
the evening, passing out candy and treats to 
the costumed children. The evening has  
always been a huge success and the families 
enjoy having a warm and safe place for their 
children to parade in their disguises. Orchard 
Manor will have Trick or Treat on Thursday, 
October 30th between 6:30 and 7:30 p.m. It 
is very important for families to sign up their  
children in advance so that we may have 
enough goodies for everyone. Resident  
family members are welcome to come in and 
sit with Residents during the Trick or Treat 
Parade. Please sign up on the sheet located 
outside the Hobby Room if your children will 
be attending. 8 
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The monthly CAREgiver’s Support group 
will be held on Wednesday, October 15th at 
10:30 in the Front Solarium.  
If you have any questions, please contact 
Mary Jo Palmer at 724-458-4456 
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The 5th Annual Fall Craft Bazaar is  
scheduled! We have several craft vendors 
that will be setting up for the show. They will 
be displaying a variety of handmade items 
ranging from candles, flower arrangements, 
ceramics, quilts and much, much more.  
The doors will be open to the public Friday, 
October 24 from 10:00—4:00 and Saturday, 
October 25 from 10:00—2:00. 
We are looking forward to spending the day 
shopping the displays and welcome you to 
take the opportunity as well.  
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Young at Heart 

How do I know my youth has been spent? 
Because my get-up-and-go  

got up and went. 
But in spite of all that, I’m able to grin 

When I think where my  
get-up-and-go has been 

Old age is golden, I’ve heard it said 
But sometimes I wonder as I go to bed, 

My hearing aid in a drawer,  
my teeth in a cup, 

My glasses on a table until I wake up. 
When I was young my slippers were red, 
I could kick my heels right over my head. 
When I grew older my slippers were blue, 

But I could still dance the  
whole night through. 

Now I’m old, my slippers are black 
I walk to the corner and puff  

my way back. 
The reason I know my youth is spent, 

My get-up-and-go has got up and went. 
I get up each morning, dust off my wits, 
Pick up the paper and read the “obits” 

If my name is missing,  
I know I’m not dead. 

So I eat a good breakfast and  
go back to bed. 

-Anonymous 
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On Friday, October 31st, keep 
your eyes peeled for some scary and not-so-
scary creatures roaming the hallways of  
Orchard Manor. Our Staff and Residents are 
invited to dress in costume for the Halloween 
party. The Halloween Party will be held in 
the Great Room at 2:30 pm. Little Joe, a 
well-known musician from the area, will be 
providing the entertainment. He will play 
Rock-n-Roll, Honky Tonk, Jazz, Oldies and 
more. Please join us in the fun! 

Thank you to Mr. Joe Humphrey, who submitted 
this month’s snicker: 
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Mr. Thomas Harris, 9/10 
Mrs. Evelyn Hunter, 9/17 

Mrs. Lillie Mae Johnson, 9/22 
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Tara Michaels, MSW, LSW,  

Director of Social Services and Admissions 

Elmer Whetzel, Housekeeping 

A Family Council meeting will be held  
Thursday, November 13th at 3:00 pm and 6:30 
pm. Guest Speaker, Sally Smith, Community 
Education Director at Ellwood City Hospital, 
Behavior Health Unit, will be discussing 
“Getting Through the Holidays”. 

If you have any questions, please contact Joe 
Berringer or Tara Michaels at 724-458-7760. 
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The Scarecrow in the Park will be set up  
October 2nd through October 18th. Our theme 
this year is “Home for the Holidays” Be sure to 
stop by and check out our scarecrow display! 
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In celebration of Veterans’ Day, we enjoy  
displaying pictures of Veterans and current 
members of the Armed Services or Reserves 
who are Residents or relatives of our Residents 
and staff. Please bring your photos to the 
Hobby Room by November 3rd. Look in next 
month’s newsletter for additional information 
on the upcoming Veterans’ Day Celebration. 

Thank you to all who participated and donated 
to the Memory Walk! Orchard Manor raised an 
amazing $1129 for the Alzheimer’s  
Association, surpassing our goal to raise more 
than last year. Again, thank you for your  
support! 
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Once again Orchard Manor will be making and 
selling homemade apple butter. The sale will 
be on Monday, October 20 and will be on a 
first come, first served basis. Look for signs 
throughout the facility. If Gloria Kaufman 
reads the Apple Blossom, she should stop 
in Diane Robinson’s office for a surprise. 

� ��� ��,�� ��� ��,�� ��� ��,�� ��� ��,�� ���
���� �
��
��'����
��
��'����
��
��'����
��
��'���� ���

!�		�
����!�		�
����!�		�
����!�		�
����
+��
���
��+��
���
��+��
���
��+��
���
���
Clarinda Paxton and friends visit monthly to 
paint ceramics with our Residents. This has 
quickly become one of their favorite activities! 
We would like to express our thanks to 
Clarinda and her helpers for providing this  
enjoyable activity for our Residents.  
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What could be better on a cold fall day than a 
cup of hot chili? The Activity Department will 
be selling cups of homemade chili on October 
20th. Look for signs throughout the facility.  

 



Oct 3 Birthday Celebration with Jim Hutchison 

Oct 9 Ride through “Scarecrows in the Park” 

Oct 10 Tea Party with Joe Barth entertaining 

Oct 13 AARP Kitchen Band 

Oct 16 Apple Cider and Donuts with Dick Fisher 

Oct 20 Apple Butter Sale, 
 Visit to Emmett’s Orchard 

Oct 23 Cookie Party with Chuck Thorpe 

Oct 24-25 Fall Craft Bazaar 

Oct 27 Van Ride for Fall Foliage, 
 Barry Spiker and Friends 

Oct 29 Chili Sale 

Oct 30 Halloween Parade, Family Trick or Treat 

Oct 31 Halloween Bash with Little Joe 

For a more thorough list of activities, times  
and locations, please see the calendar on pages 2 & 9. 
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10/1 Evelyn Hunter 
10/4 Eleanor Hays 
10/8 Carrie Basham 
10/8 Marie Brown 
10/10 Hazel Campbell 
10/11 Zora Evakich 
10/12 Kathryn Elliott 
10/14 Angelina Corbin 
10/18 David Berti 
10/22 Delores Cokain 
10/27 Constance Hartung 
10/28 Alfreda McCracken 
10/29 Alma Dally 
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Bun was born on September 17, 1925 to  
parents James and Jessie Dunn. He and his three 
brothers and three sisters lived and grew up on 
Route 58 in Findley Township. The children  
attended the Cribbs School. 

The nickname bun was given to him at the age of 
three. He was a towhead and always ran around 
with a pop-gun. When asked what he was doing, 
LaVerne would always say, “hunting bunnies.” 
Therefore, he became known as Bun. 

Bun left school early in order to join the Navy. 
While in the Navy, he served as a cook. Later, he 
was given his honorary diploma by Mercer School 
District in 2002. 

In 1951, Bun married Joanne Ellis. The couple 
had three children, Sandi, Bill and Eric. In 1975, 
Bun married Jane Allen, giving him three  
stepchildren, Cheryl, Cindy and Brad. 

For several years, LaVerne worked as a railroad 
conductor for Con-Rail. In his spare time, he liked 
to do woodworking, hunt and travel. After  
retirement, he served as a volunteer at United  
Community Hospital for 17 years until his legs 
gave out. 

Congratulations, Bun, on being Resident of the 
Month! 
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Phyllis Culp Sapp was born February 21, 1941 to 
Art and Ann Culp. Along with her two brothers 
and one sister, Phyllis grew up in Nelson, Ohio. 
She attended Garfield High School. 
On April 12, 1958 Phyllis married Carl Sapp. The 
couple had two sons, James Scott and  
Michael Roger. The family lived in Our Haven 
Trailer Court in Newton Falls, Ohio. 
Phyllis was a stay-at-home mom who sewed for 
herself and her boys. She even did some work for 
those outside of the family. She also enjoyed  
doing Swedish embroidery work.  
Over the years, the family traveled to Luray  
Caverns, VA, Chesterfield, SC, Washington, D.C. 
and Birmingham, VT. Eventually, Carl bought 
shares in a sawmill business located in Prospect, 
PA. They liked the area and decided to stay in 
Pennsylvania. Later, Carl went into the  
construction business. 
Phyllis is an avid word search puzzle enthusiast 
and enjoys watching the birds from her window at 
Orchard Manor. 
Congratulations, Phyllis, on being Resident of the 
Month. 
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Don’t forget to look at the pictures of our  
Residents of the Month! They are on the bulletin 
boards located on each wing. 

Dorothy McNeish was born on April 4, 1919 on 
Princeton Street in Grove City to parents Wilber 
Patterson and Mary Beatty. She and her two  
brothers, Tom and Dick, along with her  four  
sisters, Ruth, Jane, Millie and Phyllis, attended 
North Liberty Elementary and Slippery Rock High 
School.  

After graduating in 1937, Dot married Warren 
McNeish on August 22, 1942. The couple had four 
children, Lorna, Jane, and twins Susie and Sandy. 
Dot was a stay-at-home mom and enjoyed sewing, 
crocheting, flowers and gardening. In fact, she 
made a lot of her girls’ clothing. 

The family lived in their garage in Pine  
Township while they built their house next door. 
Dot also worked in the elementary school cafeteria 
then was a part of the custodial department at the 
junior high for 12 years. 

Dot has enjoyed traveling and has been on several 
bus tours including a trip to Alaska where she 
panned for gold! On a trip to Washington, D.C., she 
met two people from Conneaut Lake. She also took 
a lengthy trip around Canada. 

Congratulations, Dot, on being Resident of the 
Month! 
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Born on October 14, 1915, Kathryn Houts will 
celebrate her 93rd birthday this year. Her parents, 
the Reverend Frank and Anna Neumyer served 
God in the Methodist Church. She grew up with 
her brother and sister. She met her future husband, 
Earl, in their high school band. 
Kathryn and Earl married in 1940.  Earl played in 
the Army Band and Kathryn traveled with him. 
The couple have  two daughters, Carol and Jamie. 
The family lived in Illinois, Colorado and West 
Virginia before  settling in Slippery Rock. Earl 
taught at SRU and Kathryn worked as a teacher 
and received her degree from Westminster College 
in 1975 and later taught in Slippery Rock. The 
family has increased to include three grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren.  
Both Kathryn and Earl shared a love of  
photography and nature. They served as directors 
of Jennings Nature Reserve and Teatown Nature 
Reserve in New York. 
After 53 years of marriage, sadly, Earl passed 
away. Kathryn stayed in Slippery Rock and taught 
piano until February of this year. 

Congratulations, Kathryn, on being Resident of 
the Month! 
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