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 It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas at Orchard Manor!  The 
Maintenance Department has been busy 
outside putting up lights and wreaths; 
Santa’s Helpers in the Activity  
Department have been putting up trees, 
lights and decorations throughout our 
Home.  Residents and their families have 
begun decorating doors…Have you seen 
Bud Dillaman’s “Yanni” doggie door?  
How about Karen Brobander’s Steeler 
door?  Norie Young has a real wreath 
outside her window while Jessye Miller 
and Nancy Viola have traditional 
wreaths on their doors.  Stacia Moore 
and Mary Weitzel’s door is covered with 
little stockings and Maxine Thompson 
and Kathleen Goss have a jingle bell 
wreath.  Tom Forrest and James Amon 
have a festive tree on their door, as does 
Paul Moore.  Constance Hartung and Ilo 
Riddle have snowmen on their door.  
Sunshine Way has a traditional tree with 
a plaid theme with bows and other  
decorations.  The Dietary Department 
has a “Baker’s Tree” in the Dining 
Room and Personal Care is making their 
annual Christmas Card from their  
tree-decorating party.  I found Dora 
Miller, CNA,  busy one day getting new 
batteries for Jean Walllwork’s dancing 
Santa and our talking, singing Frosty is 
in the Front Lobby.  It’s still early and 
these are only the beginnings of the 
homey, festive decorations that will 
adorn Orchard Manor this month! 
 The Board of Directors, through the 
Christmas/Special Occasion Fund,  
ensures that each Resident receives a 
personal gift, individually selected based 
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on requests and needs.  The Fund is  
supported by donations received from the 
Odd Fellow and Rebekah Lodges,  
Encampments, PM and LAPM, as well as 
by contributions from our Home’s  
Vendors and Suppliers.  Orchard Manor 
also participates in the Presents for  
Patients Program.  Christmas Parties, 
Tree Decorating Get-Togethers, Carolers 
and special visits from Santa are all 
planned for this season.  It is our sincere 
hope that all our Residents know how 
special they are, and that the joy and love 
of the Holiday Season stays within the 
hearts of our Apple Blossom readers all 
through the year! 
 
Diane Robinson, NHA 
Administrator 
 



Gloria Kaufman has been employed with 
Orchard Manor for 29 years. She has held 
positions as a Dietary Aide, Cook’s 
Helper, Cook and for the past 4 years, 
Housekeeper. 
Gloria was born in Grove City and has 
lived here all her life. Gloria has 3  
brothers, 2 of whom are deceased, and 1 
sister.  
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Gina Savolskis, CNA—30 years 

Barb Wiseman, Housekeeper—29 years 

Bonnie Hamilton,  
 Transportation Coordinator—26 years 

Gloria Royer, Cook—26 years 

Shirley Bobbert, CNA—19 years 

Chris Rauch, LPN—15 years 

Angie Hites, LPN,  
 Wound Care Nurse—13 years 

Kathy McConnell, CNA—11 years 

Cheryl Fedorchak, CNA—4 years 

Aggie Johns, CNA—4 years 

Wanda Fox, CNA—3 years 

Peg Snyder, CNA—3 years 

Emily Hutchison, CNA—3 years 

Peggy Falla, RN, 
 B-wing Unit Manager—1 year 

Christine Roberts, LPN—1 year 

Christine Savolskis, CNA—1 year 
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Gloria has been married for 45 years and 
is the mother of 3 children, Laura, Dave 
and Mindy. (Most everyone knows that 
Laurie Knauff, her daughter, worked here 
in the Maintenance Department.) She is 
also the grandmother of 4, 3 boys and 1 
girl. 
In her spare time, Gloria likes to read, 
knit, sew, watch movies, do jigsaw  
puzzles and counted cross-stitch. She also 
likes to cook and bake. 
It may surprise some people to know that 
Gloria is a fan of rock groups such as 
Queen and AC/DC. 
Gloria’s favorite thing about working at 
Orchard Manor is the Residents. She says 
that we are friendly, bright and clean. 
Plans for Gloria’s future include traveling 
when, and if, she retires! 
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 I watched him as he patiently unloaded his 
old overused station wagon in order to get to 
a bare spare tire so that he could replace the 
bare tire that had just blown.    He had,  just 
as patiently,  loaded his vehicle only minutes 
before with luggage for four kids whom he 
was transporting back home after a week at 
Wesley Woods Church Camp.   He was a 
tall,  thin,  overworked  and  underpaid  
Pastor serving a three-church-charge while 
he and his wife were raising six  
children.  My heart ached for this loving  
servant of God who was living up to the 

highest standard of the Christian faith.   That 
was summertime and now, on the next 
Christmas morning,  he awoke to find four 
brand new tires on his front porch  --a gift 
from a young adult Sunday School class 
from the church where I was the  
Pastor.   None of the class members knew 
this minister or his family.   This event  
occurred almost fifty years ago and probably 
not one person from that class can remember 
what we received as gifts that Christmas  --
but we all still remember what we gave !   I 
believe it was a little Baby born in  
Bethlehem who grew up to say,   "It is more 
blessed to give than it is to receive."    I pray 
that you will have a Spirit-filled Christmas !  
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Mrs. Erla Eppinger, 11/3 
Mrs. Edith Leone, 11/4 

Mrs. Ruth Piel, 11/9 
Mr. David Cook, 11/12 
Mr. David Hanna, 11/15 

Mr. Charles Prenatt, 11/18 
Mr. Keith Stewart, 11/20 

Mrs. Mary Cheman, 11/22 
Mr. Roy Knight, 11/26 

Everyone at Orchard Manor extends our 
heartfelt thoughts and prayers to the  
family and friends of the following  
Residents who recently passed away. 

LIFE 
 

Life is but a stopping place 
A pause in what’s to be 

A resting place along the road 
To sweet eternity. 

We all have different journeys, 
Different paths along the way, 

We all were meant 
to learn some things, 

But never meant to stay... 
Our destination is a place 
Far greater than we know. 

For some, the journey’s quicker, 
For some the journey’s slow. 

And when the journey finally ends, 
We’ll claim a great reward 

And find an everlasting peace, 
Together with the Lord. 

 
Author Unknown 
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Mr. Jackson Surrena, 11/6 

Mrs. Ann Bishop, 11/8 
Mrs. Catherine Sankey, 11/12 
Mrs. Thelma Roxberry, 11/16 

Mrs. Zella Baker, 11/21 
Mrs. Mildred Surrena, 11/28 

Mrs. Alice Jones, 11/28 
Mrs. Leona Patton, 11/29 
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The monthly Caregiver’s Support Group 
meeting will be held Wednesday,  
December 19th at 10:30 a.m. at Orchard 
Manor. We will be having a Christmas 
gathering. 
For further information, please contact  
Mary Jo Palmer at 724-458-7760. 
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Theresa Forrester, Dietary Aide 

Kathryn Bellotti, CNA 

Christmas is a very  
special time of year for 
many reasons. A favorite 
tradition among many  
families is attending a Christmas Service 
together. We have planned our Family 
Christmas Service for Thursday,  
December 20th in the Great Room of  
Orchard Manor at 7:00 p.m. Our  
Chaplain, Pastor Jack Patterson, will be 
coordinating the service. This year, as in 
years past, will include the Grace United 
Methodist Church Bell Choir and scrip-
ture readings by our Residents, Staff, and 
Family Members. Please plan to  
attend this program. If you need further 
information, please contact Faith Mong or 
Pastor Jack Patterson. 
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Best wishes to the following Residents 
who were discharged from Orchard 
Manor. 

Ms. Marlena Gregory 
Mrs. Glenda Blauser 
Mrs. Betty Stewart 

Mr. Walter “Tom” Lewis 
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We would like to extend an invitation to 
Residents’  Family and Friends to join us in 
celebrating Christmas with a special  
dinner. The meal will be served at noon on 
Sunday, December 16th. Cost will be $7.00 
per person. In order to make the meal run 
smoothly, we will be using R.S.V.P.  
invitations. If you are interested in  
reserving a seat for dinner, reservations 
need to be completed through an R.S.V.P. 
invitation from inside this newsletter or 
stop by the Receptionist desk to pick one 
up. All invitations must be returned to the 
Receptionist by Monday, December 10th so 
that we have enough food and seating 
available for everyone. Thank you for your 
participation and we look forward to seeing 
you there. 
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Congratulations to Resident Irene Weiss, 
who won the Annual Bread Bake-off. Her 
Banana Nut Bread received top honors 
out of several delicious breads brought in 
for the bake-off. Other breads receiving  
recognition for their entries were  
Housekeeper Gloria Kaufman, for her 
Nut Roll, and RN Sharon Sonnett with 
Grandma’s Cranberry Nut Bread. Thank 
you to everyone who participated in the 
bake off. All the entries were wonderful 
and it was a very close vote! 

To help everyone with their Christmas 
shopping, Orchard Manor will be  
offering a Santa’s Workshop. New Dawn 
Sales will be set up in the Front Solarium 
on Thursday, December 13th from 1:00 
pm to 3:00 pm. Stop in and see what 
goodies are available for purchase. For 
more information, contact Faith Mong, 
Activity Director at (724) 458-7760. 
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The holiday season is in full swing and 
with it comes cold and flu season. Hand 
washing is the best way to prevent the 
spread of germs to yourself and others. 
However, we realize this is not always 
possible. The next best thing is to use 
hand sanitizer. We would like to  
encourage visitors to use the touch free 
alcohol foam disinfectant dispensers  
before and after visiting with Residents. 
The dispensers are located next to the 
front and rear entrances. 
In infection control, prevention is key. 
This ensures a safe environment for all 
our Residents, visitors and employees. 
We appreciate your cooperation in this 
matter.. If you have any questions  
regarding infection control please see 
Sandy Quinn, RN. 
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Dec 1 North Liberty Presbyterian Children’s  
 Group Program 

Dec 7 December Birthday Celebration with  
 Lollipop Larry 

Dec 9 Piano Recital with Arlene Cooper’s  
 Students 

Dec 11 Family Night Cookies with Santa 

Dec 13 Santa’s Workshop 

Dec 15 Resident Christmas Party with Little Joe 

Dec 16 Family Christmas Dinner 

Dec 20 Annual Family Christmas Service 

For a more thorough list of activities  
and times, please see the calendar on pages 2 & 9. 
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12/2 Frank Telesz 
12/3 LaVerne Finlay 
12/5 Harriet Sloan 
12/7 Margaret Shields 
12/8 Robert Ayres 
12/8 Alice Jones 
12/9 Eleanor Elliott 
12/11 John Graham 
12/15 Karen Brobander 
12/18 Isabelle Sweetapple 
12/26 Mary Dorcy 
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Congratulations to Sharon Dannels,  
winner of the Thanksgiving Cart Full of 
Groceries! Sharon, who works in the 
Housekeeping Department, has been an 
employee of Orchard Manor since 1979. 
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Thank you to all 
employees who donated to the “walker 
fund”. The Orchard Manor motto, 
“Because We Care,” is more than just a  
slogan. Our staff proves that we care each 
and every day! 
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Ho! Ho! Ho! It’s that time of year again! 
Jolly Old St. Nicholas is headed our way. 
He will be visiting Orchard Manor on  
Saturday, December 15th at 2:00 pm to 
deliver presents and spread some holiday 
cheer. Little Joe will be entertaining in 
the Great Room. Come and enjoy the 
holiday with us this year. Take part in a 
great opportunity to visit with our  
Residents. 
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The children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren of Orchard Manor’s  
Residents and staff are invited to visit on 
the evening of Tuesday, December 11th 
at 7:00 pm in the Main Dining Room. 
The children can enjoy making crafts,  
Christmas cookies and of course, Santa 
will be visiting. Please sign up all  
children in advance. The sign up sheet 
will be located outside of the Hobby 
Room. 

Congratulations to John Mackalica, friend 
of Resident Kathryn Hockenberry, who 
won the United Way Steelers Raffle. 
Thank you to all who participated in this 
fundraiser! 
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