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     Wayside Inn, which had 
been located in the area  
between B-Wing and the 
driveway around the west side 
of Orchard Manor, began  
operation in 1901.  The Odd 
Fellows established the  
magnificent Home to take 
care of members of the Order, 
and their wives and widows, 
during their “sunset years”.   
Originally, since there were no  
nursing homes as we know them  
today, the Home was actually a  
self-sustaining, working farm.   
Residents were referred to as 
“inmates” or “guests”, which was  
appropriate for that period in history.  
Other than those Residents who were 
confined to the infirmary, members of 
the Order who lived there brought 
their talents to help farm, raise beef 
cattle and dairy cows, carry out the  
maintenance and handy work, etc.  
The women helped with the cooking,  
cleaning and baking.  Most Residents 
had turned over their assets in  
exchange for life-long care. 
     In the early 1960’s, as other  
nursing homes had been established 
throughout the State by Churches, 
Fraternal Organizations and by  
Counties, the decision was made to 
accommodate Paying Guests, thus 
allowing non-members to reside at 
Wayside Inn.  As time marched on, 
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State and Federal regulations made it 
necessary to vacate Wayside Inn, and 
establish Orchard Manor.  Residents 
from Wayside Inn and the Rebekah 
Home in Pittsburgh moved into  
Orchard Manor in 1976. 
      There are still a few employees 
working at Orchard Manor who also 
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Continued on page 3... 



Barb Blackson has been an employee of 
Orchard Manor for over 29 years. She 
worked as a CNA before taking a  
position as a housekeeper. Currently, she 
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Linda Garner, Receptionist—39 years 

Millie Johnston, LPN—37 years 

Dora Miller, CNA—15 years 

Scott Anderson,  
 Maintenance Supervisor—13 years 

Becky Snow, LPN—12 years 

Lynda Jenkins, CNA—4 years 

Verlynda Moyers,  
 Business Office Clerk—4 years 

Barb Robinson, CNA—2 years 

Adah Glenn, CNA—1 year 
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works as the daytime Laundry Aide. The 
thing she enjoys most about her job is her 
shift.  
Barb is originally from Oil City. She is 
the proud mother of five, four daughters 
and one son. She has eight grandchildren 
who she loves to dote on and visits when-
ever she can.  
In her spare time, Barb loves to play 
bingo and enjoys traveling to Florida and  
Colorado. In fact, she is currently  
planning a trip to Florida in October for a 
wedding on the beach. 
Future plans for Barb include retirement 
and sunbathing on the beach. 
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Change is a part of life. When we plan for 
change to occur, there are adjustments that 
come as we transition between what has 
been and what will be. Even when we plan 
for change, adjustments are sometimes  
difficult. 

For me, however, the transitions that are 
most difficult are those that must come  
between what has been and what IS—those 
times when we have NOT planned for 
change to occur, but it has come anyway. 
You know what I mean—the loss of a 
spouse, a child. A friend, health issues that 
limit you or someone you love, loss of  
income, etc. 

Four years ago, my husband, Lee,  
experienced a change like that. Actually 
the change has affected us all—him, me, 
his family, his churches, and his friends. 
He experienced a stroke which has forever 
changed our lives. Some of the things he 
loved most about his work and enjoyed 
best in his life—preaching, teaching,  
playing the banjo, are gone, probably until 
eternity; and it has been a tremendously 
difficult transition. We did not choose this 
change, we did not want this change, but it 
came and it is. It is the new normal, and the 
transition has not been an easy one. 

I love the texts in Hebrews 12:12-3 which 
say “lift up the hands which hang down, 
and the feeble knees; and make straight 
paths for your feet, lest that which is lame 
be turned out of the way; but let it rather be 
healed.” I envision a person overcome by 
some struggle, needing to be enabled to 
handle life again. Four years ago, I  
discovered for myself just how difficult it 

sometimes is in the awful times to  
remember that God is able to provide what 
is needed in order that our hands, our feet, 
our hearts, our minds, may once again be 
strong, vital, and able to handle whatever 
the “new normal” is when change has been 
thrust upon us. I’ve come to realize that 
our healing most times is wholeness in the 
midst of limitation. I am grateful for  
several good Christian friends who came 
to us during the early days of our change 
and reminded us of that. I hope that this 
article may in some way be an avenue 
where you can be reminded of that today. 

The fact is, God is with us, especially  
during the difficult times. Jesus referred to 
His desire to provide, protect, and care for 
us as being like “a hen gathering her  
chicks under her wings.” I remember a 
story of a forest fire out west where the fire 
marshall came in once the flames were  
extinguished and saw a bird that had been 
consumed during the blaze, still standing 
erect, though charred. He took a stick and 
pushed over her body. When he did,  
several baby birds came running out from 
under the dead body of their mom. When 
we are most at risk of being consumed by 
the changes that take over our lives, those 
changes we have not planned for, it is then 
that God longs to pull us under the  
protection of His wings, there to keep us 
safe until we can make the adjustments 
that are needed to transition from what has 
been to what is. May God bless you as you 
ask for His help and protection today as 
you transition through the changes in your 
life. 
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Mr. Franklin Sneed, 9/11 
Mrs. Zora Evakich, 9/22 

Mr. John Davis, 9/25 
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The monthly Caregiver’s Support Group 
meeting will be held Wednesday, October 
17th at 10:30 a.m. at Orchard Manor. The 
topic will be “Coping Skills, Part III.” 

For further information, please contact  
Mary Jo Palmer at 724-458-7760. ��)��	���������)��	���������)��	���������)��	��������

Bob Crawford, CNA 

Sharon Sonnett, RN 
Diana Hafera, Receptionist/Activities Aide 
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Just a reminder, state regulations do not permit us to 
use extension cords or outlet taps (as pictured to the 
right). We are only permitted to use surge protectors. 
These can be purchased at hardware stores, Wal-Mart,  
K-mart, etc. If you purchase one of these devices, or 
have any questions regarding this matter, please check 
with maintenance before using. 

 

Just two of the different types of 
electrical taps NOT permitted to 

be used at Orchard Manor. 
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The Scarecrow in the Park will be set up 
October 4th through October 20th. Orchard 
Manor’s theme this year is “Old McStrawy 
had a Farm.” Be sure to stop by and check 
out our scarecrow display. 
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In celebration of Veterans’ Day, 
we enjoy displaying pictures of 

Veterans and current members of the 
Armed Services or Reserves who are  
Residents or relatives of our Residents and 
staff. Please bring your photos to the 
Hobby Room by November 2nd. Look in 
next month’s newsletter for additional  
information on the upcoming Veterans’ 
Day Celebration. 
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A special thank you to all who participated 
in the Alzheimer’s Walk. Orchard Manor 
raised over $1100 for this wonderful cause. 
Donations are still being accepted. Each 
dollar contributed goes to support the work 
of the Alzheimer’s Association. To make a 
donation, please contact Mary Jo Palmer at 
724-458-7760 
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Mrs. Gloria Alfreno, 8/31 
Mrs. Bessie Webster, 9/7 
Mr. Westell Aiken, 9/7 

Mrs. Agnes Taylor, 9/10 
Mrs. Josephine Grim, 9/15 

Mrs. Lois Taylor, 9/19 
Mr. Louis Sheilds,9/19 

Mrs. Virgie Bovard, 9/20 
Mr. John Cunius, 9/28 

Mrs. Kathleen Dillaman, 9/29 

Everyone at Orchard Manor extends our 
heartfelt thoughts and prayers to the  
family and friends of the following  
Residents who recently passed away. 

Autumn Leaves 

Do not stand by my grave and weep. 
I am not there, I do not sleep. 
I am a thousand winds that blow, 
I am the diamond glints upon the snow. 
I am the sunlight on ripened grain and 
I am the gentle autumn rain. 
When you awaken in the morning’s hush, 
I am that swift uplifting rush, 
Of quiet birds in circled flight. 
I am the soft star that shines at night. 
Do not stand by my grave and cry, 
I am not there, I did not die. 

—Author Unknown 

had worked at Wayside Inn.  Mary 
Brown,  CNA, her son, Jim Kentz, CNA, 
Donna Roberts, Dietary Manager,  
Margaret Bowers, LPN, Pat Graham, 
Sewing Room Aide, Millie Johnston, 
LPN, Erma McKnight, Activity Aide and 
Linda Garner, Receptionist, all worked at 
the “Old Home” as many of us refer to  
Wayside Inn.  There are also many  
Members of the Board of Directors and 
Odd Fellows and Rebekahs who tell  
wonderful stories of the “Good Old 
Days”, when thousands came by horse 
and buggy for the Grand Opening, the 
annual Ox Roast Picnic and other events.  
In fact, next month we will include a few 
stories and favorite memories from  
employees and Odd Fellows and  
Rebekahs.  (If you want to share a  
memory, please stop by or give me a 
call!) 
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     In the mean time, did you know that 
the Conference Room near the Front 
Lobby is also a “Memorabilia Room”?  
There are many pictures of the old farm, 
Wayside Inn, Members of the Order who 
lived there, etc.  Although at times the 
room is used for scheduled meetings, 
during October we will keep the door 
open and if you would like to peek in, 
just let us know! 
 



Oct 4 Birthday Celebration with Don Jasper 

Oct 5 Outing to the Park 
 Fashion Friday, wear your blue jeans 

Oct 12 Rummage Sale 
 Outing to the Park 

Oct 17 Van Ride 

Oct 25 Pumpkin Decorating 
 Trick or Treat Night 

Oct 26 & 27  Annual Fall Craft Show 

Oct 29 Barry Spiker & Friends 

Oct 31 Halloween Bash with Little Joe 

 

For a more thorough list of activities  
and times, please see the calendar on pages 2 & 9. 
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10/2 David Culp 
10/4 Eleanor Hays 
10/8 Carrie Basham 
10/8  Marie Brown 
10/11 Hazel Campbell 
10/12 Zora Evakich 
10/13 Kathryn Elliott 
10/22 Erla Eppinger 
10/27 Constance Hartung 
10/28 Alfreda McCracken 
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On Wednesday, October 
31st keep your eyes peeled 
for some scary and not so 
scary creatures roaming the 
hallways of Orchard Manor. 
Our Staff and Residents are 
being encouraged to dress in 
costume for the Halloween 

Party. The Halloween Party will be held in 
the Great Room at 2:30 pm. Little Joe, a 
well-known entertainer from the area, will 
be entertaining. He will play rock-n-
roll, honky tonk, jazz, oldies and 
much more. Please join us in 
the fun, we promise it will not 
be too scary. 

For the past several years, the Activity  
Department has offered an evening of 
Trick or Treat for children and  
grandchildren of the Residents and staff at 
Orchard Manor for Halloween. The  
Residents serve as hosts for the evening, 
passing out candy and treats to the  
costumed children. The evening has always 
been a huge success and the families enjoy 
having a warm and safe place for their  
children to parade in their disguises.  
Orchard Manor will have Trick or Treat on 
Thursday, October 25th between 6:30 and 
7:30 p.m. It is very important for families 
to sign up their children in advance so that 
we may have enough goodies for everyone. 
Resident family members are welcome to 
come in and sit with Residents during the 
Trick or Treat Parade. Please sign up on 
the sheet located outside the Hobby Room. 
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“One man’s trash is another man’s  
treasure!” Orchard Manor will be holding 
a Rummage Sale on Friday, October 12th 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Great 
Room. We are cleaning out closets and 
freeing up space to help raise money for 
the Activity Department. We are accepting 
donations from staff, Residents and visitors 
of any unwanted items laying about the 
house that could be placed in our sale. If 
you are interested in donating items, please 
contact the Activities Department. The craft bazaar is shaping up to be a  

success. We have several craft vendor  
responses to set up for the day. The doors 
will be open to the public on Friday,  
October 26th and Saturday, October 27th 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Vendors are 
scheduled to bring a variety of homemade 
items ranging from candles, flower  
arrangements, ceramics, quilts and much, 
much more. We are looking forward to 
spending the day shopping and welcome 
you to take the opportunity as well! 
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