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Kudos to all the staff members who 
worked so hard to make our 16th  
Annual Picnic so nice!  Over 500 meals 
were served and everyone reported that 
the lunch was very good.  The dessert 
tables were overflowing with lots of 
cookies, pies and cakes and we  
appreciate the family members who 
brought in the delicious variety of 
sweets and treats. 

The entertainment was great, and many  
enjoyed snow cones and cotton candy.  
Lots of smiles accompanied the balloon 
hats and animals.  There were  
wonderful items at the Auxiliary Craft 
& Bake Sale and there were lots of 
lucky winners with the Chinese  
Auction…and one lucky winner, 
Brother Art Moyer , who won lots of 
times!  The complete listing of items 
and donors for the Chinese Auction is 
included in this newsletter.   
Congratulations to Karen Anderson 
who was the winner of the Auxiliary 
50/50 Raffle, to Shyrl Myers, daughter 
of Resident Bob Myers, who won the 
Gas Grill  and to our Receptionist, 
Linda Garner, who won the Cart Full 
of Groceries! 

Staff and volunteers worked inside and 
outside to ensure that all Residents who 
wanted to attend the picnic did so. 

Diane Robinson, NHA  
Administrator 

Amber Morian-Gowetski,  NHA 
Assistant Administrator 

Jodi Hoffman, RN 
Director of Nursing 

Mary Jo Palmer 
Social Services/Admissions 

Joe Berringer 
Social Services/Admissions 

Faith Mong 
Activities Director 

Judy Boyd 
Accounting Coordinator 

Verlynda Moyers 
Business Office Clerk 

Marlene Gaggini 
Billing Office Assistant 

Donna Roberts, CDM 
Dietary Supervisor 

Rich Tallis, CDM 
Assistant Dietary Supervisor 

Brian Begley 
Housekeeping/Laundry Director 

Scott Anderson 
Maintenance Director 

Linda Garner 
Receptionist 

Laura Cook 
Administrative Assistant 

Bonnie Hamilton 
Transportation Coordinator 

Cyndi DiBiase, RN 
Quality Assurance Coordinator 

Susan Crevar, RN 
A-Wing Manager 

Janet Dionisio, RN 
B-Wing Manager 

Margaret Bowers, LPN 
Sunshine Way Coordinator 
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As I have mentioned before, we start  
planning for the following year’s picnic  
during the picnic each year.  For  
example, next year we will have more 
cold water available and serve the 
drinks with bigger glasses.  We will 
remember to have clothing protectors 
available and there will be more tables 
and chairs set up.  In addition, we are 
always working on a better, louder 
Public Address system.  There have 
been a few requests for a different  
music selection for entertainment,  
specifically Polka Music, so we will 
see what we can do! 

Diane Robinson, NHA 
Administrator 
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Erma McKnight, Activity Aide—31 years 

Gloria Kaufman, Housekeeper—29 years 

Margaret Taylor, Housekeeper—22 years 

Tracey Cramer, LPN—12 years 

Phyllis Beach, CNA—9 years 

Laura Cook, Administrative Assistant 
 —5 years 

Mandy Marez, Housekeeper—4 years 

Kim Grossman, Dietary Aide—3 years 

Amy Bailey, CNA—3 years 

Amanda Barron, Dietary Aide—2 years 

Roberta Senn, LPN—2 years 
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Roxanne Barclay has been a CNA with  
Orchard Manor for 29 years. In addition to 
her current position as a Restorative Nurse’s 
Aide, she has also worked as a Housekeeper. 
Originally from Clintonville, Roxanne at-
tended Victory Joint High School. She is one 
of four children. She and her husband, John, 
have one son, Butch. 

Roxanne enjoys working with the Residents 
and her co-workers. She thinks Orchard 
Manor is better than other nursing homes  
because it is kept clean and the Residents 
come first. 

In her spare time, Roxanne likes to go on 
horseback rides and ride her bobcat. She also 
enjoys working with ceramics. 

Roxanne’s future plans include retiring and 
riding her mule and horse. 
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My husband and I recently had several acres 
of trees cut at our house.  We own almost 
100 acres, a mile off the road, IN the woods!  
It is beautiful, and some people wonder why 
we would ever cut down any trees; but, like 
children, trees grow – ha!  As we looked 
back at pictures early in our marriage, it is 
amazing how much the trees had grown in 
the past 13 years!  No wonder we felt closed 
in – the open area around our home had  
gotten smaller and smaller. 

Now that the trees are cut, it is so much 
brighter!  We love it!  We still have a LOT of 
trees, but it is lighter, our garden grows  
better; and, when we sit on the deck, we can 
see the hillsides at a distance all around us, 
and are even able to enjoy sunsets, which we 
could never before see for the trees. 

We still have a lot of mess to clean up – 
we’ve been cutting firewood and burning 
branches, etc., and there are times when we 
scratch our heads and wonder if it was worth 
it, but all it takes is looking at the view as we 
take a break on the porch and we know it 
was! 
The goal of this project never was the view, 
the sunlight, the sunsets.  Those are just extra 
benefits we hadn’t counted on.  In fact, the 
reason we cut the trees is that my husband 
wants some sheep and a couple of goats!  
The sheep and goats are my goal too, and I’m 
sure I will enjoy them, but to me the extra 
benefits of this project are priceless! 

We all want to have the most happiness, the 
most joy, the richest blessings life has to  
offer in whatever stage of life we are in; and, 
rightly so, for I believe God made us that 
way.  Many of us have tried to find those 
things our own way, only to discover that we 

end up farther away from them.  You see, 
only God is the source of those things, and 
knowing the will of God for our lives is  
imperative to having the best this life can 
offer and the best in the world to come too. 
Over the years, I’ve had many people  
question how they can come to know the will 
of God for their life.  I’m convinced that, 
like the trees at my home, if we are not  
careful to prune and cut out the unnecessary 
things, our lives, too, may become so  
cluttered that we won’t be able to see the 
forest for the trees either.  If we want to be 
on target with God, we must simplify and cut 
out of it the things that keep us from being 
able to see and hear and get to know God 
better.  As sure as my husband would never 
have sheep or goats if we hadn’t cut the 
trees, so too we will never know the will of 
God if we don’t cut out enough stuff from 
our lives to give God room to be in it.  We 
must, then, make time for reading God’s 
Word, for having regular times of prayer 
throughout the day, for becoming actively 
involved in service to our fellow man, and it 
is always helpful to do that in the company 
of other believers in a church setting. 

The blessings – oh, they will come.  It will 
take effort and commitment on our part, but 
we will know God’s will so much more 
clearly!  And when we do, the view is SO 
WONDERFUL!  And, just like with our 
trees, there are so many wonderful benefits 
that we would never have expected – and 
they are priceless! 

May God bless you as you commit yourself 
to knowing Him better! 
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Mrs. Patricia Ferringer, 7/5 
Mrs. LaVerne Finlay, 7/10 
Mr. Kenneth Heller, 7/26 
Mrs. Lillie Wood, 7/27 
Mrs. Lois Taylor, 7/27 
Mr. Lavern Dunn, 7/27 
*Mrs. Sara Bindas, 7/31 

*Sister Sara Bindas is from Lady Worth 
Rebekah Lodge #328 of Sandy Lake 
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The monthly Caregiver’s Support Group 
meeting will be held Wednesday, August 
15th at 10:30 a.m. at Orchard Manor. This 
is a special meeting featuring Laurel  
Hartshorn, an attorney specializing in elder 
care issues. 

For further information, please contact  
Mary Jo Palmer at 724-458-7760 

��*��	���������*��	���������*��	���������*��	��������
Vickey Armstrong, Dietary Aide 

Monica Trumbo, RN 
Peggy Swatsworth, LPN 
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To the following Residents who were 
discharged from Orchard Manor to their 
homes. 

Mrs. Pauline Freeman, 7/5 
Mrs. Edna Rinehuls, 7/5 

Mrs. Delores Humphrey, 7/19 
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This year Orchard Manor is fortunate enough to have not just 
one Resident, but two who have reached the 100 year mark. Per-
sonal Care Resident Virgie Bovard celebrated her 100th in June.  

Leona McDowell will be celebrating her landmark birthday on 
August 13th. Born Leona Irene McMillan in Jackson Township, 
she was one of three girls. 

Leona attended several country schools, graduating from Mercer 
High in 1924. After graduating, she taught in several country 
schools for 4 years. In 1929, Leona married John McDowell. 
The couple lived on Maple Lane Farms where they raised three 
children, John, Robert and Mary Jean. Almost every year the 
McDowells went to the PA State Farm shows where they 
showed their beef cattle. 

Leona’s favorite year was when her first child was born. The 
most important thing she’s learned in her long life is to be kind. 
As a whole, Leona says it’s been a good life. 
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One of our Family Members made a  
delicious German Chocolate Cake for the 
Annual Picnic. Unfortunately, someone 
mistakenly took the wrong dishes from the 
dessert tent! If you have the chrome cake 
plate and dome, please return it to the Front 
Desk or to the Dietary Department and we 
will see that it gets back to its own home! 
Thank you! 

Leona McDowell,  shown here  
with her granddaughter  

at the Annual Picnic. 
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Everyone at Orchard Manor extends our heartfelt thoughts and prayers to the family 
and friends of the following Residents who recently passed away. 

The angels are always near to those 
who are grieving, to whisper to them 
that their loved ones are safe in the 
hand of God.    

-Eileen Elias Freeman 

Mrs. Anna Arblaster, 7/1 

Mr. Burton Laderer, 7/17 

Mrs. Ruth Dillaman, 7/23 
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Our Summer Concert Series continues this 
month with the Harrisville Community 
Band performing on August 8th, Little Joe 
on the 15th and Lords of the Castle enter-
taining on the 29th. All shows are free and 
open to the public. They will take place at 
7:00 pm on our front lawn, weather  
permitting. In the event of unfavorable 
weather, the performance will be relocated 
to the Great Room. Please remember to 
bring your lawn chairs. 
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Many thanks to Willie 
McKnight, Activity Aide 
E r m a  M c K n i g h t ’ s  
husband, for the wonderful pictures he took 
at the Annual picnic. These pictures are 
currently on display on the bulletin board 
next to the Hobby Room. The originals will 
be available for family members to have 
and duplicate if desired. Be sure to check 
out Willie’s work on pages 5 & 6! 

This year a number of Residents will be 
going on fishing trips. We will be  
providing the transportation and we have 
some fishing poles for individuals to use. 
We are again looking for volunteers to join 
us in helping our Residents enjoy a day at 
the pond. The tentative dates are Friday  
August 10th, 17th and 31st, weather  
permitting. If you are interested in fishing, 
please stop by the Activity Department for 
more details. 
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The Activity Department is selling dough-
nuts as a fundraiser for special entertain-
ment throughout the summer months. The 
doughnuts, made by Krispy Kreme, are 
$5.00 a dozen. They can be ordered  
through August 7th and they will be  
available for pickup on August 9th. If you 
would like to order a dozen doughnuts, 
please sign up at the Hobby Room. Thank 
you for your support. 



Aug 2 Birthday Celebration with  Jay Brownlee 

Aug 8  Summer Concert  
 “Harrisville Community Band” 

Aug 9 Krispy Kreme Donut Sale Pickup 

Aug 10 Fishing Trip, weather permitting 

Aug 15  Summer Concert “Little Joe” 

Aug 17 Fishing Trip, weather permitting 

Aug 23 Mercer Variety Players 

Aug 28 Resident Council 

Aug 29 Summer Concert “Lords of the Castle” 

Aug 31 Fishing Trip, weather permitting 

For a more thorough list of activities  
and times, please see the calendar on pages 2 & 11. 
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8/6 Kathryn Hockenberry 

8/9 Jennie Koprivnak 

8/13 Leona McDowell 

8/13 Velma Shaley 

8/13 Irene Weiss 

8/19 Marlena Gregory 

8/26 John Thornbury 

8/30 Dale Hennon 
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Family Council will be meeting  
Wednesday, August 29th at 3:00 pm and 
6:30 pm in the Front Solarium. We will be 
discussing facility policy changes and  
addressing questions. 

If you have any questions or to RSVP, 
please call either Mary Jo Palmer or Joe 
Berringer at (724) 458-7760 
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Did you know that it has been said that  
nursing homes are more highly regulated 
than the nuclear industry when it comes to 
governing bodies and regulating agencies?  
Many of the things we do, as well as do not 
do at Orchard Manor, are a direct result of 
such rules, regulations and laws.  I  
certainly do not want to bore readers with 
the Administrator’s Notes, and thought 
perhaps there may be a specific issue that 
would be of interest that I could address in 
this column.  If you have any thoughts, 
questions or suggestions for a topic that 
you feel would be of interest, please let me 
know. 
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A picnic of this size is no easy task 
and it couldn’t have been done without 
the help of our vendors and friends. 

In addition to items for the Chinese 
auction listed on page 8, several other 
items were donated. We’d like to  
acknowledge and thank those  
companies and individuals who  
donated their goods and services. 

Schwebel’s Bread 

Turner’s Dairy Iced Tea, Lemonade,  
 Orange Drink 

Pittsburgh Fruit Lettuce, Tomatoes 

Sodexho Hot Dogs, Hamburgers 

Mastro Ice Ice Block 

Rich Tallis, CDM, CEC Carving the Ice Block 

Homegrown Flowers Table Centerpieces 

Allegheny Typewriter Monetary Gift 
  and Business Supplies 

AFSCME Council 85, Monetary Gift 
  Local 2893 

Steigerwald’s Kitchen  Monetary Gift 
  and Bath 



CHINESE AUCTION DONORS AND WINNERS 2007 

DONATED BY ITEM WINNER 

Walker Benefits Flower Arrangement Art Moyer 

Pharmacy Management Group  
2 Pirate Tickets Ruth Hughes 

2 Pirate Tickets Harry J. 

Orchard Manor Dome Tent Lana Crowder 

Orchard Manor  4 Tier Wicker Baker’s Rack Nancy Viola 

Linda Gaggini  

Christmas Ornament Set Isabelle Sweetapple 

Christmas Ornament Set Jim Jack 

Christmas Ornament Set Sara Jones 

Physician’s Mobile X-ray  

Bath & Body Works Gift Bag Kim Rand 

Bath & Body Works Gift Bag Sherry Carlson 

Bath & Body Works Gift Bag Amber Morian-Gowetski 

Bath & Body Works Gift Bag Anna Kaufman 

Bath & Body Works Gift Bag Bev Ozga 

Onward Healthcare $40.00 Sheetz Gift Card Gloria Alfreno 

Star Silk & Woolen Co. 2 Pink Bath Towels Lottie Kline 

MCG Rehab  

Food Thermos Brayden Wilson 

Candle Patty Gadsby 

3-Holder Picture Frame Art Moyer 

Emerson Electric Supply Openwork Tealight Art Moyer 

Linen Enterprises Bath Robe Laura Locke 

Orchard Manor Heavy Duty Work Light Ben Hamilton 

Sodexho Co. Wooden Birdhouse Nancy Deitz 

Orchard Manor Cooler Amber Morian-Gowetski 

VNA Hospice Ice Cream Gift Basket Kim Rand 

Orchard Manor Bell South 2-Way Radio James Kline 

Keystone Electrical Supply Co. 2-Cell Safety Flashlight Shirley Heller 

Dr. Balko’s Office CD Player Linda Knauff 

Babb, Inc. 2 Pirates Tickets J.D. Begley 

Wal-Mart $25.00 Gift Certificate Toots 

Druzak Medical $25.00 Starbucks Coffee John Cunius 

Purchased through  
Monetary Donations 

Hanging Basket Betty Chowder 

Hanging Basket Janet Wheeler 

Hanging Basket Annie Thompson 

Orchard Manor Sudoku Electronic Game Pat Flavell 

Orchard Manor Quilt Rack Donna Roberts 

Orchard Manor Quilt Rack Linda Dickson 8 


